June 7, 2013

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for the opportunity to nominate Julie Fidler Dixon for your annual Women of Influence award.   This award has become an important celebration of the contributions of women in the Des Moines community.  Julie Fidler Dixon exemplifies all the qualities of a Woman of Influence.   

I first met Julie through Rotary Club of Des Moines.  We were on a committee together and Julie was the chair.  Our task was to create a meaningful Career Day for 70 high school students, their teachers, and counselors, then host this group of a hundred or more at our weekly lunch.  Julie led that committee with enthusiasm and completed the task with flying colors.

Julie was asked to join the Rotary board of directors, where she served and gave thoughtful input from her experiences.  Later, when the Rotary Club was creating Hands On Book Fest for Kids (a collaborative effort between the Des Moines Public Library, Des Moines Public Schools, and Rotary Club of Des Moines), Julie was instrumental in working with the schools to coordinate the logistics of transporting over 300 students, as well as participating with a full day of hands on activities with the students.  She has come back each year to help with this major project.

As a personal friend of Julie, I have seen her serving with her sorority for the betterment of her local community.  And I have listened to her stories about the service she gives to her breakfast club, Consortium.  But all of this is fluff in comparison to what she brings to her vocation.

I have been more than impressed as Julie shares about her life’s passion, On With Life.  She would never sing her own praises, but I know from what I see at On With Life that she is an excellent leader and she makes a meaningful impact on many, many lives.   The On With Life Board of Directors is a veritable Who’s Who in Des Moines business.  Leading an organization the size of On With Life is impressive enough, but leading a board of directors the caliber of hers is significant.  Julie leads and collaborates with some of the best minds in the Des Moines metro area as they seek to truly make a difference in the lives of brain injury patients.  
Another quality I notice in Julie is how much she cares.  Prior to On With Life, brain injury patients would have had few options in central Iowa for a specialized treatment and recovery plan.  Julie’s hard work and leadership gives them a second chance at life.  She beams when she introduces a recovered brain injury patient, whether the person is back to normal or has simply found a “new normal.”  Their success is her success.
Julie’s success in her field does not end with On With Life.  She is also active in leadership roles in Industry Associations.  She travels the world to share her skills and improve her skills.  Her resume speaks for itself.
 You only need to know Julie Fidler Dixon for a short time to recognize her unique qualities.  Thank you again for allowing me to nominate her for this prestigious award.  She is truly one-of-a-kind and most definitely a Woman of Influence! 

Celebrating with you,

DeAnn Thompson

Past President, Rotary Club of Des Moines

