Karen Shaff
711 High Street
Des Moines, IA 50124

515-247-6139
shaff.karen@principal.com
Work
Experience
Executive Vice President & General Counsel
                  Principal Financial Group
2004-Present





                      Des Moines, IA

· Chief attorney with overall responsibility for the Law Department including more than 50 attorneys in addition to responsibility for the Government Relations department
· Started at The Principal in 1982 as an Attorney, with subsequent promotions to Assistant Counsel, Associate Counsel, Counsel & Assistant Vice President, Vice President, Senior Vice President (before assuming current role)

Board Member



        GuideOne Mutual Insurance Company
Present





   
             West Des Moines, IA


Associate





        Austin and Gaudineer Law Firm
1979-1982





   
                      Des Moines, IA

· Prosecuted cases on behalf of the Iowa State Bar Association Committee on Professional Ethics and Conduct
Education
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

Evanston, IL

B.A Political Science





                           

DRAKE UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL


Des Moines, IA


J.D.
Professional
Iowa and Polk County Bar Associations
Leadership
Iowa State Bar Association Committee on Professional Ethics and Conduct


Iowa State Bar Association Board of Governors


Polk County Bar Association Board of Governors


Association of Corporate Counsel

Community
Trustee, Grinnell College Board of Trustees
Leadership
President, Animal Rescue League of Iowa Advisory Council

Past President, Science Center of Iowa

Bravo Greater Des Moines Board


Hospice of Central Iowa Board of Directors

Planned Parenthood Board of Directors 


Winefest Board 


Greater Des Moines Leadership Institute


Drake Law School Board of Counselors


Greater Des Moines Chamber of Commerce


Des Moines Contributions Consortium


Des Moines International Airport Growth Taskforce
