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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

OF

NANCY L. STEFANI, CFRE

Nancy Stefani has established a national reputation as a leading authority on planned giving.  She has conducted over 400 programs on the subject of Wills and Charitable Gift Annuities for churches, organizations and institutions around the state and country.  Her broad, working knowledge of all charitable giving plans has earned her the respect of not only donors, but accountants, attorneys and colleagues as well.

On March 1, 1988, she was appointed Gift Planning Officer for Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.   On June 1, 2001, Nancy was named Director of Gift Planning at Drake University.  She retired from Drake University after 18 years of service on January 31, 2007.  Formerly, she held the position of Director of Planned Giving for the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines.  Her work with the Diocese began over thirty years ago.  She designed and implemented the program for the Diocese and was renowned for consistently meeting and exceeding fund-raising goals.

Nancy served as President of the Central Iowa Chapter of the National Society of Fund Raising Executives in 1985 and 1986.  In 1986, Nancy was recognized by peers and community leaders for her achievements in the fund-raising field.  She received the Outstanding Fund Raising Executive Award from the Central Iowa Chapter of the NSFRE. Nancy was the first CFRE in Iowa.
A strong believer in continuing professional development, Nancy is highly sought after as a speaker and consultant on planned giving.  She was the first person in the State of Iowa to become certified by the National Society of Fund Raising Executives, now known as the Association of Fund Raising Professionals.  Moreover, she has completed numerous seminars and institutes in the area of charitable giving.  In 1987, Nancy Perazelli and Chuck Roth co-authored a manual titled, How to Conduct a Successful Wills Seminar.  This manual is for purchase from Nancy Perazelli.  This excellent resource will give you a complete, step-by-step action plan to begin conducting your own Wills seminars.  It was in this spirit of assisting others to strengthen their planned-giving efforts that Nancy and her former colleague, Chuck Roth, developed the Wills seminar workshop and manual.  Nancy has spoken widely across the nation to fund-raising professionals and executives, support staff, board members, and donors on the benefits of a planned-giving program.

Nancy joined The Renaissance Group, Inc. as a Gift Planning Consultant in January of 2007 and serves clients throughout Central Iowa.  

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
Honorary Member of The Association of Fund Raising Professionals (AFP),
Central Iowa Chapter, AFP

Mid-Iowa Planned Giving Council

Women’s Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA)
PROFESSIONAL AND CIVIC INVOLVEMENT:
Board of Directors, Drake University Bulldog Club

Chair,  Mercy Auxiliary Of Central Iowa 
Board Member, Oak Brook Home Owners Association

Member of the Annual  Fund Committee For The Drake Bulldog Club
Past Board Member of the Des Moines – Embassy Club
 Past Member of the Junior League of Des Moines' Community Advisory Board 

Past Membership Chair, Des Moines Club

Past Board Member, Glen Oaks Country Club 
Past Membership Chair, Glen Oaks Country Club

Past Co-Chair of Planned Gifts and Endowment Committee for 

the NSFRE "Design for Leadership" Major Gifts Initiative

Co-Chair of the 1998 Iowa Summit on Volunteerism Hosted by 

Governor Terry B. Branstad

Past Board Member, National Society of Fund Raising Executives Foundation

Past Board Member, Mid-Iowa Planned Giving Council

Member of the 1995 and 1991 Governor's Inaugural Committee

Past Board Member, South Suburban YMCA

Past Board Member, Hospice of Central Iowa

Past Member of the Iowa Humanities Board

Past Member of the National Commission on the Future of Drake University

Past Member of the Board of Directors, Boys and Girls Club of Des Moines
Past Member of the Board of Directors, Goodwill Industries of Central Iowa

MEMBERSHIPS:

Life Member, Francis Marion Drake Society, Drake University

Life Member, Mercy Auxiliary Of Central Iowa
Presidents Circle, Francis Marion Drake Society, Drake University

Drake Bulldog Club For Athletics

Charter Member of the Chancellor’s Elm Society,  Drake University

Charter Member of the Omega Circle, National Society of Fund Raising Foundation

Life Member of The Des Moines Embassy Club

Life Member of Mercy Medical Center Auxiliary 
Mother Mary McAuley Society,  Mercy Hospital Medical Center

Vittoria Lodge Auxiliary

Serra Club

ACTIVITIES/HONORS: 
Present Offical Scorer For the Women’s Missouri Valley Conference Tournment

St.  Charles, Missouri – 2008 to Present 

Contact Person:  Patty Viverito

Official Scorer at 2007 Missouri Valley Conference Tournament 
at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa

Contact Persons:  Jean Berger and Patty Viverito

Official Scorer at 1999 Missouri Valley Conference Tournament 
at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.

Contact Persons:  Jean Berger and Patty Viverito 

Official Scorer for First Round of the 1999 Women's National Invitational Tournament (WNIT) at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.

Contact Person:  Jean Berger
Official Scorer at 1996 Missouri Valley Conference Tournament 
at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.

Contact Persons:  Jean Berger and Patty Viverito
1999 Governor's Individual Volunteer Award

First Recipient of the Outstanding Fund Raising Executive Award from the 
Central Iowa Chapter of the NSFRE, November 1986
Honorary Colonel of the Iowa National Guard 

Appointed by Governor Terry B. Branstad, January 12, 1995.

Official Scorer for Iowa Girls High School State Basketball Tournament, 1987 to present.Contact Person:  Mike Dick, Executive Director
Official Scorer for Drake Women's Basketball, 1976 to present.
Contact Persons:  Jean Berger and Coach Amy Stephens
Official Scorer at 1995 NCAA Final Four in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Contact Person:   Donna Olson, University of Minnesota
