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CECELIA  C. IBSON  

2629 Beaver Avenue, Suite 3


Des Moines, IA  50310

 (M) 515/577-4589

(F) 515/255-9916

ibsonlaw@yahoo.com
Licensed in Iowa and Nebraska

__________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYMENT

Owner/Principle, Ibson Law Firm, March 1, 2010 - present

Sole practitioner, general practice, with additional emphasis on insurance defense and other business litigation, including administrative, trial and appellate proceedings.  Representing both claimants and employers in benefits determinations and carriers before ratings organization and insurance commissions.  Outside counsel for major insurance companies and other businesses.  Specialized knowledge of insurance and employment law, including ERISA, discrimination, underwriting, risk assessment and management.  Negotiating and mediating disputes between insureds and carriers, employees and employers and businesses.  Representative cases:  Gridiron v. Travelers (Neb. 2013) [Supreme Court aff’d assignment of experience modifier]; Travelers v. D.J. Franzen (Iowa 2010) [Supreme Court recognized, for first time, offensive use of failure to exhaust doctrine]; Travelers v. Gridiron (Neb. 2011) [carrier has due process right to notice and hearing on all matters]; In Re WC Appeal of Gridiron (Neb. DOI 2011) [aff'd carrier determination re combinability]; Travelers v. Nature Shield, Inc. and other, similar cases [Ia. and Neb.] summary judgment for carrier, premium-related disputes with classification-, audit- and allocation-related issues.  
Shareholder, Smith, Schneider, Stiles & Serangeli, P.C., June 1, 2002 – February 15, 2010
Partner in mid-sized business and litigation firm and member of management committee.  Practice primarily focused on insurance defense (workers' compensation, property/casualty, general liability, bad faith, market practices, coverage), business (contracts, trade secrets and other business torts, derivative shareholder and dissolution, etc.), products liability, real estate and employment law matters. Representative cases:  CemenTech v. Three D (Iowa 2009) [reinstating trade secret claims for trial]; Wisecup v. State Farm (Polk Co. 2006) [defense verdict after 4 week jury trial on $10 M+ personal injury/property damage mold case]; In Re Safeway Cabs (Neb. DOI 2006) [carrier has right to determine employee status re premiums]; Travelers v. International Nutrition (Neb. 2007) [carrier has right to assign classification code re premiums] Brcka v. St. Paul Travelers (S.D. Ia. 2005) [no individual liability for bad faith; all tort claims barred by prior penalty decision against claimant]; Vos v. Farm Bureau Life Ins. Co., (Iowa 2003) [affirming decertification and dismissal of $40 million vanishing premium/sales practices national class action; now cited by Couch on Insurance], Christensen v. Travelers Indemnity, (Polk Co. 2003) [jury defense verdict, alleged bad faith denial of claim], Gilbert v. Constitution State Services, (S.D. Ia. 2000) [summary judgment for claims TPA; denial of penalty benefits bars bad faith suit].

Partner, Wandro, Lyons, Wagner & Baer, P.C., February 1999 – April 26, 2002

Defense lawyer in mid-sized primarily plaintiffs' firm.  Emphasis on the defense of regional and national companies in class action and other complex litigation. Primary practice areas included products liability, insurance defense (sales practices, bad faith, claims), real estate, commercial and employment litigation and appellate practice.  Extensive counseling efforts with clients on litigation avoidance, business management and media relations.  Represented plaintiffs on select, complex tort cases.  Representative cases:  Vos v. Farm Bureau Life Ins. Co., (Polk Co. 2001) [decertification of national class action];  Cook v. Djeep (D. Ct. Or. 2000) [revived products liability case against French nationals dismissed due to failure of previous counsel to timely serve; litigated in Oregon and France]; multiple products liability suits [tobacco and diet drugs]; multiple first party bad faith suits [obtained summary disposition in every case]
Assistant Attorney General/Regents Counsel, State of Iowa, Department of Justice, September 1995 – January 1999
Litigation attorney for the State Board of Regents, Iowa State University, the University of Iowa, the University of Northern Iowa and the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics; also approval of leases and contracts, policy drafting and risk management.  Representative cases: Mumford v. ISU [denial of tenure a claimed violation of First Amendment rights; defense verdict], Kerstetter v. UIHC [non-renewal of medical residency contract claimed racial discrimination; defense verdict], In Re Simonson [prosecution/termination of tenured faculty member for sexual harassment], Partnership Press v. ISU [issues related to right of university to place reasonable time, place and manner restrictions on on-campus speech].  

Partner, Brown, Winick, Graves, Gross, Baskerville, Schoenebaum & Walker PLC, January 1991 - September 1995.
Trial and appellate attorney practicing primarily in environmental, higher education, real estate, commercial/business, employment, products liability and professional licensure.  Joined firm with group from Davis, Hockenberg, et al, 1991; elected a partner 1994.  Departed firm upon appointment as Regents Counsel/AAG.

Instructor, National Academy for Paralegal Studies, September 1990 – 1993.  

Instructor in Iowa program of national paralegal studies institution, teaching Legal Research and Writing and Tort Law. Awarded Faculty Commendation Certificate in 1992 for outstanding contribution to the Academy and to paralegal studies.  

Attorney, Davis, Hockenberg, Wine, Brown, Koehn & Shors, P.C., Des Moines, IA, March 1989 - January 1991

Trial attorney specializing in the defense of asbestos personal injury claims in Iowa, Illinois, Missouri and Kansas state and federal courts.  Personally responsible for several hundred such cases, acting as lead defense discovery counsel during early years of practice.
Law Clerk, Black, Harvey, Goldman and Powell, P.C., Des Moines, IA, 1988

Chose to depart Washington, DC and position there to return home to Iowa; worked as law clerk for a small litigation firm while waiting to sit for the January 1989 Iowa bar examination.  Assisted attorneys in primarily employment-related matters.

Criminal Investigator, The Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia, 1984

EDUCATION
The George Washington University National Law Center, Washington, DC, Juris Doctor 1988

Selected to The George Washington Journal of International Law and Economics

Honors, Legal Research and Writing 


Honors, Moot Court


President and Outstanding Chapter Member, Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity


Representative, Student Bar Association


Editor, reporter and columnist, The Advocate

Director and Performer, "The Law Revue"

Homecoming Queen 1988

Employed full time throughout law school, while also pursuing a music and theater career and volunteering with a number of Washington, DC groups, primarily those that provided services to the poor, women and the homeless.

Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, IA, B.A. (PS/Soc/Music) 1985
State of Iowa Scholar

Dean's List

Mortar Board, Order of Omega, Pi Sigma Alpha, Cardinal Key, and Lampos


Senator, Government of the Student Body


ISU Oratorio Choir


ISU Summer Band


Director, All-Greek Choir


Homecoming, VEISHEA and Greek Week planning committees

Alpha Xi Delta Fraternity:  Vice President, Rush Director, Journal Correspondent, Music Director, Executive Board, Outstanding Pledge Award (1981), Mary Burt Nash Award for outstanding graduate (nationally) attending law school

Ventura Community Schools, Ventura, IA  H.S. 1981



National Honor Society



State of Iowa Scholar



John Phillips Sousa Award



Outstanding Vocal Music Award



Captain, varsity tennis team



Class President



Class reunion chair, 1986, 1991, 1997, 2002, 2007, 2012, 2016
ADMISSIONS, BAR ASSOCIATIONS, SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION
State of Iowa, January 20, 1989

State of Nebraska, July 9, 2013

United States Supreme Court, 2006

United States District Court for the Southern District of Iowa, June 1989

United States District Court for the Northern District of Iowa, July 1989

United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, October 1990

United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, January 1997

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, May 2001

Master, C. Edwin Moore Inn of Court, 2003 - present

Barrister, C. Edwin Moore Inn of Court, 1999 - 2003 

DRI, 2003 – present

Iowa Friends of Legal Services, 2001 - 2003

              Lobbied state Legislature for funding

Pro Bono legal services provider, Des Moines Catholic community, Lutheran/Catholic Social Services, Sudanese refugee community

St. Thomas More Society

             Cantor for Red Masses

National Association of College and University Attorneys, 1995 - 1999

Polk County Women Attorneys


President 1994


President Elect 1993 



Board Member 1992 - 1995

American Bar Association


Tort and Insurance Practice Section


Litigation Section


Delegate, 1994 ABA Annual Meeting, New Orleans

Iowa State Bar Association


Senior Counsel program (mentoring for new lawyers)


Committee on Minority Affairs


Legal Services Committee


Young Lawyers' Division, Public Information Committee


Vocalist for the Interfaith Service, 1994 Annual Meeting


Annual Meeting volunteer

Polk County Bar Association


Committee on the Unauthorized Practice of Law


Volunteer Lawyers Project Committee

American Trial Lawyers Association

Iowa Trial Lawyers Association

American Judicature Society

Federal Bar Association

George Washington University National Law Center Alumni Association


Class reunion committee, 2008

Speaker at various continuing education programs for employers, attorneys and legal assistants

Advanced trial practice courses in insurance litigation, products liability and federal practice 

National Association of College and University Attorneys Annual Meeting delegate, 1997

American Bar Association Annual Meeting delegate, 1994

Speaker, Government Employees Annual CLE

PUBLISHED OPINIONS

Ibson v. United Health Care Services, 776 F.3d 941 (8th Cir. 2014)
Gridiron Management Group, LLC v. Travelers Indemnity Co., 839 N.W.2d 324 (Neb. 2013)
Travelers Indemnity Co. v. Gridiron Mgmnt Group, 794 N.W.2d 143 (Neb. 2011)

Travelers Indemnity Co. v. D.J. Franzen, Inc., 792 N.W.2d 242 (Iowa 2010)
Cemen Tech v. Three D Ind., LLC, 753 N.W.2d 1 (Iowa 2009)

Travelers Indemnity Co. v. Comm'n of Insurance, 767 N.W.2d 646 (Iowa 2009)
Wisecup v. State Farm Ins. Fire & Cas. Co., 770 N.W.2d 851 (Ia. App. 2009) [trial counsel; aff'd]

International Nutrition v. Travelers Indemnity Co., 734 N.W.2d 719 (Neb. 2007)
Zimmer v. Travelers Ins. Co., 454 F. Supp.2d 839 (S.D. Ia. 2006)
Niver v. Travelers Indemnity of Ill., 433 F. Supp.2d 968 (N.D.Ia. 2006)
In Re Estate of Davis, 720 N.W.2d 191 (Ia. App. 2006)
Brcka v. St. Paul Travelers Cos., Inc., 366 F. Supp.2d 850 (S.D. Ia. 2005)

Madol v. Dan Nelson Automotive Group, 372 F.3d 997 (8th Cir. 2004)
Vos v. Farm Bureau Life Ins. Co., 667 N.W.2d 36 (Iowa 2003)

Cook v. Culbro, 2002 WL 1752245 (9th Cir. 2002)

Gilbert v. Constitution State Services Co., 101 F. Supp. 782 (S.D. Ia. 2000)

Cook v. Sibjet, 2000 WL 33946062 (D. Or. 2000)

Cook v. Djeep, 1999 WL 107409 (D. Or. 1999)

Doobay v. Iowa State University, 187 F.3d 641. (8th Cir. 1999) [trial counsel; aff'd]

Kerstetter v. State of Iowa, 597 N.W.2d 813 (Ia. App. 1999) [trial counsel; aff'd]

Papadakis v. Iowa State University, 574 N.W.2d 258 (Ia. 1997)
Taggart v. Drake University, 549 N.W.2d 796 (Iowa 1996)

In Re Estate of Peck, 497 N.W.2d 889 (Iowa 1993)

Kroes v American Family Insurance Co., 499 N.W.2d 309 (Ia. App. 1993)

Wilbur v. Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp., 476 N.W.2d 74 (Iowa 1991)

Harding v. Proko Industries, 765 F. Supp. 1053 (D. Kan. 1991)

PUBLICATIONS - OTHER

The Des Moines Register, Des Moines Business Record, Chronicle of Higher Education, U.S. Business Review, DSM Magazine, SkyWalker, CityView, Catholic Mirror, National Catholic Reporter, Iowa Lawyer and others

AWARDS AND HONORS 

Des Moines Business Record "40 under 40" business and community leaders, 2002

Recognized by Polk County Women Attorneys for dedicated service, 1994

1993 Boss of the Year award, Polk County Legal Secretaries Association

National Academy for Paralegal Studies, Faculty Commendation Certificate, 1992

Center for Social Ministry, JustFaith graduate, 2011

COMMUNITY SERVICE

City of Des Moines, Housing Services Board, 2014 – 


Appointed by Des Moines City Council and Mayor

Beaverdale Betterment Coalition Board of Directors, 2012 – 


Chair, Shop Hop 2013


Chair, Beaverdale Live volunteer committee 2012, 2013


Sponsor, Beaverdale Live, 2010 – 2014


Sponsor, Beaverdale Blues Festival, 2015

Beaverdale Neighborhood Association, 2002 – 


Treasurer, 2015 – 2016


Sponsor, Beaverdale Fall Festival, 2010 – present


Volunteer, Beaverdale Fall Festival, 2010 - present

Roosevelt High School, Vocal Music Boosters 


Board Chair, 2014 

PEO, Chapter GI (Des Moines), 2012 – president


Chapter president, 2014 – 2015; 2015 – 2016


State Convention Delegate, 2013, 2014

Organizing for America, 2012


Precinct caucus speaker (health care reform), 2012


Introduced First Lady Michelle Obama, April 2012

“Obamadale” co-founder, 2011

House District 36 Candidates’ Forum, 2012

Established Jay P. Wagner Memorial Scholarship through Iowa Newspaper Association, 2009


Presenter, INA state convention, 2010

Nominator, Iowan of the Day, 2010 (Jay P. Wagner)


Jay became first person honored posthumously by the Iowa State Fair

Beta Theta Pi Fraternity Board of Advisors, 2015 - present

Coach, Holy Trinity Catholic School Mock Trial Team, 2010 - 2014

Holy Family School/Inner City Youth Foundation Board, 2003 – 2006

Coach, Holy Family School Mock Trial Team [regional finalist in 2005-2006]

Catholic/Lutheran Social Services, 1998 - present

Sponsor and pro bono counsel to Sudanese refugees relocated to central Iowa, working with public and private agencies to help refugees locate housing, employment, cars, health and auto coverage, heath care, social services, legal services and other basic needs.

Board Member, Iowa Region of the National Conference for Community and Justice (formerly National Conference of Christians and Jews 1994 - 1997


Member, Executive Committee 1996 - 1997


Chair, Public Relations and Marketing Committee 1996 - 1997


Judge, “Understanding the Human Family” essay contest

Board Member, Beacon of Life Residential Center for Women, 1995 - 2000 

Oversaw the group's move from rental space at Hawthorn Hill to home ownership, organized the first-ever metropolitan rally supporting homeless women and children and spearheaded the group's transition to full-service programming beyond shelter.  Also represented the group, and the needs of homeless women and children, to the local and regional print and broadcast media.


President 1996 - 1997


Building and Development Committee 1999 - 2000


Legal Advisor 1995 - 

A.M.O.S. (A Metropolitan Organizing Strategy) 1998 -

Founding member of group, whose goals are training citizens to effectuate social change through house meetings, networking and political organizing; represented the group to local and regional print and broadcast media and co-chaired our public rally.


Leadership Board member 1998 - 1999 


Chaired first public assembly, October 18,1998


Sponsoring Committee 1998  

St. Ambrose Cathedral Parish, Des Moines, IA

Founding couple, Christian Family Movement chapter 2000, providing support to families with young children.


Parish Council 1995 - 1998



President 1996 - 1997



Vice President 1995

Led the parish lay members during the restoration and renovation of the Cathedral and the significant fund-raising effort that accompanied those efforts.


Finance Council



Cantor/Song Leader


Christ Renews His Parish Team Member



Lay Director 1995 - 1996


A.M.O.S. Parish Team Leader


Social Concerns Committee

Parish Directory development and production

ERA Iowa, 1993

Legal advisor and media contact for the group, advising committee members on legal matters and challenges related to this and other Equal Rights Amendments and appearing on "The Jan Mikelson Show" and other television and radio programs and writing on behalf of the Amendment for local and national print media.

Alpha Xi Delta Fraternity


Epsilon Phi Chapter Corporation Board, 1997 - 2004



President 1997 - 1998; 2002 - 2004

City of Des Moines Task Force on Homelessness 1996 - 1997

Counsel to and volunteer for state and local political campaigns

Judge, National Collegiate Mock Trial Tournament

Judge, Drake University Junior High Mock Trial Tournament

Iowa Crew rebuilding Tennessee churches, August 1996

Member, Interfaith Alliance of Des Moines

Junior League of Des Moines (1990 - 1992)

Des Moines Jaycees (1988 - 1989)

PERSONAL

Married to Wendell W. Eck [retired], twelve children and grandchildren, 1 great-grandchild
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