Representative Marti Anderson
District 36, Iowa House of Representatives

State Capitol, Des Moines, Iowa 50319

515-360-2397   marti.anderson@legis.ia.gov

June 1, 2015

To The Business Record

The Depot at 4th
100 4th Street

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

Re:  Woman of Influence – letter in support of CeCe Ibson

I enthusiastically support the nomination of Des Moines attorney CeCe Ibson to be recognized as a 2015 Woman of Influence.

I met CeCe in 1995 when we both worked at the Attorney General’s Office.   CeCe was counsel to the Board of Regents and I was Crime Victim Assistance Division Director.  I now count CeCe as a friend and colleague in working for social justice in our community and our state.

First, CeCe is an accomplished and influential attorney.  She has distinguished herself in many areas of general practice, including the environment, higher education, and employment, among others.  She has become a highly regarded specialist in complex insurance law.   CeCe has always been generous with her time and legal skills by providing pro bono services to Lutheran and Catholic Social Service organizations, the Sudanese community, and others.

Second, CeCe has a strong and influential record of action for social justice.  She has worked and advocated for the homeless, for refugees, women, children, and religious communities – and she has influenced others to share her commitment.  She has mentored new attorneys.  She coached children in mock trial contests.  She was a leader in the fight for an Iowa Equal Rights Amendment.  She was a founder of AMOS, an interfaith social action group.  CeCe has planted seeds for growth and progress in this community for decades and generations to come.  

Third, CeCe is a died-in-the-wool community booster.  She has worked with school vocal and theater groups, served her neighborhood association, and served on business and nonprofit boards.  Cece’s effectiveness and influence is extraordinary.  She gives and gives while keeping her focus on her family and taking good care of herself.  She is a remarkable role model especially for activists, women, and attorneys.  We can always count on CeCe’s wisdom, honesty, compassion, hard work – and leadership. 

Without hesitation and with great pleasure, I encourage you to recognize CeCe Ibson as a Business Record Woman of Influence.  

Sincerely,

Representative Marti Anderson

May 21, 2015

Des Moines Business Record

Women of Influence Award

I am very pleased to recommend CeCe Ibson to your publication for the Women of Influence Award.  I have known CeCe for a few years and have been very impressed with her accomplishments.  From her sparkling career as a lawyer to a mother raising her two children while caring for her terminally ill husband and to the many volunteer activities she does throughout the metro area.  I was so impressed that when an opening for the City of Des Moines’ Housing Service Board came up, I immediately sought out CeCe and asked her if she could lend her talents to that agency.  She gladly accepted and is proudly serving the city in one more capability.

CeCe has done a great job of balancing work, home and church in her life.  We are both members of Holy Trinity Catholic Church and CeCe is a wonderful cantor during mass.  She volunteers at Holy Trinity School by working on the school musical and mock trial.  She helps her neighborhood well, by serving on the Beaverdale Betterment Coalition (BBC) and as treasurer of the Beaverdale Neighborhood Association (BNA).  Add to that the fact that after her husband died, she continued raising her two children.  What an outstanding accomplishment.

I am constantly impressed with the efforts CeCe puts back into our community.  She is a pillar of strength in everything she does.  I cannot think of anyone who is more deserving of an award such as the Women of Influence than CeCe Ibson.  She makes our community better every day.  I hope you consider her as you award your Women of Influence candidates.

Bill Gray

4617 Franklin Avenue

Des Moines, Iowa  50310

