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To Whom It May Concern: 

When I think of a person of influence, it isn’t about power, prestige or money – it’s about 
perspective. How does another’s perspective impact my opinions, thoughts and decisions? Eileen is a 
strong-willed, passionate, effective communicator. Through knowing and working with her, I have 
gained a unique perspective and my organization and I are better off thanks to the counsel we have 
received from Eileen and her team. 

When I use the word passionate to describe Eileen, it is a deliberate description. Eileen recommends 
communication strategies that are bold, forward thinking and effective. Those qualities are important to 
me in my own business operations, so finding a communication partner like Eileen has proven very 
beneficial and productive. 

As the Chief Executive Officer at Summit Group I have worked with Eileen to develop communication 
strategies in various situations. In some cases the strategies have helped us to build our business in new 
areas and have advanced our business goals with important audiences and the media. In other cases, 
she and her team have worked to help us manage issue communication and ensure that we shared 
important information to those who needed to hear it.  

As president of the Iowa Board of Regents, I have the privilege of visiting the campuses of Iowa State, 
Iowa and Northern Iowa and meeting with students.  I always encourage them to seek an opinion or 
position that is different from your own – because that is what makes you grow as a person and succeed 
in life.  

I have been impressed by the time and attention Eileen is able to give to each of those who ask her for it 
– whether meeting with community leaders, offering support to friends and colleagues or providing an 
ear to bounce around ideas and thoughts. Eileen never fails to introduce those who I recommend she 
talks to, my leadership team or me to new perspectives, new directions and new ideas. That is a woman 
of influence. 

As you can see, I think very highly of Eileen and it is my opinion that she would be a great candidate for 
this year’s Women of Influence Award. Thank you for your time and consideration of Eileen and best of 
luck in what I am sure will be a difficult selection process. 

Thank you, 

 

Bruce Rastetter 
Chief Executive Officer 
Summit Group 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

I have known and worked with Eileen Wixted from early on in my career. Over 

the years, she has become a trusted advisor and a friend. She is a successful 

business owner, strong leader and quick to lend a hand to others. For these 

reasons, I cannot think of anyone more qualified for the Women of Influence 

designation than Eileen. 

As Chief Marketing Officer for Hy-Vee, I oversee all of the communications and 

marketing functions. My background is in marketing, and I have come to rely on 

Eileen and her team as a resource for communications strategy and counsel. 

Eileen has been a valuable asset to me and the organization in several 

communication situations, from issues management to media relations and 

communication training. 

When I first met Eileen she was a news reporter and anchor for WHO-TV.  During 

those days I was impressed with her ability to manage herself and produce 

content in a frenetic environment. She maintains that ability to this day – 

remaining the voice of reason to prepare a communication strategy, approach 

and deliverables no matter the situation she faces. 

Eileen is also an active member of her community with past volunteer service at 

ChildServe, involvement in her church and tireless support of Dowling Catholic 

High School. She has also served as a mentor for others, from consulting young 

leaders on their next chapter to preparing students at St. Francis of Assisi 

Catholic School to compete in mock trial. 

Overall, Eileen excels in all of the categories which the Women of Influence 

award stands for – success, support of and involvement in the community and 

acting as a role model for others. There is no one that I would more highly 

recommend for this honor than my friend Eileen. 

Thank you, 

 

Donna Tweeten 

Chief Marketing Officer 

Hy-Vee, Inc. 






