May 9, 2017
Business Record Women of Influence

The Depot at 4th, 100 4th Street,

Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Dear Business Record Women of Influence:
It is with great honor I write this letter in support of the nomination of Barb-Hirsch Giller for the 2017 Women of Influence Award.  I have known Barb for 17 years.  As fellow social workers and educators we share a deep passion for providing service in these roles, as well as in our capacity as public servants where we have worked individually in our respective communities and together on a number of initiatives.
At Polk County Crisis and Advocacy Services Barb and I worked as Violent Crime Counselors providing services to individuals and their families victimized by homicide, suicide, hate crimes, physical assaults, sexual violence, etc. We were responsible for working closely with law enforcement to provide death notification and ensure that families of homicide and suicide victims were able to bury their loved ones in a loving and respectable manner and receive necessary resources including the therapeutic services one needs when wounded at such a deep level.  In responding to sexual violence, hate crimes, and other violent crimes we provided crisis intervention and counseling.  Our goal was to offer people what they needed to begin the healing process as soon as was possible.  One of the most important tasks was working with the judicial system to ensure that the voices of the victims were considered and heard by county attorneys, defense attorneys, judges, and other officials. Barb spent countless hours with victims and families in police interviews, detective interviews, court hearings, and trials as the victim/s have a right to participate in the criminal justice process. Barb is a strong advocate with a caring spirit and thoughtful ways.  The county attorneys often made special request for Barb to work with them as they investigated and prosecuted some of the most heinous and complex cases.  
As a Violent Crime Counselor Barb collaborated on many initiatives that ensured the crime victim profession implemented best practices and were progressive and forward-moving.  A few notable initiatives include the development of a diverse community-wide Clergy Advisory Committee.  She also helped create a DVD entitled “Through the Valley of Shadows” that she narrated.  This project required that she work closely with the victims in preparation of them sharing their stories about how their faith institutions and communities either helped them or hurt them during their healing process.  The DVD was used to educate a myriad of professionals and clergy.  Annually the agency hosted two events; Take Back the Night and the Homicide Survivor’s Dinner.  These initiatives brought survivors and community together to both celebrate and remember their loved ones and the painful journeys they endured.  Barb led a number of events throughout her time at the agency with the spirit of empowerment as the main goal.  
As fellow Adjunct Professors for the University of Iowa School of Social Work, Barb and I co-taught the Diversity, Oppression, and Discrimination masters level course for a number of years.  Barb’s ability to create curriculum that both was challenging and meaningful is one of her strengths. She set a tone of safety to ensure the classroom was conducive for every student to learn.  Her areas of expertise within this subject matter include: the lived experiences of the Jewish community including the unfathomable impact of the Holocaust and the continuous hate they continue to suffer, struggles with body image, women’s issues, the effect of religious oppression, how to advocate for the most vulnerable populations, the importance of inclusion, and the beauty of diversity.  These topics resonate with social work students who at times feel anxious about working with various populations. Barb’s goal was to ensure that students were culturally competent and learned the skill of approaching cultures different than their own with humility.  Barb clearly understands the deep-seeded trauma created by forces of oppression and power and privilege and why that information is pertinent for future social work practitioners.
Barb and I attended the Nebraska/Iowa Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) Citizen’s Academy and are members of our professional organization the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Iowa Chapter Diversity Committee.  It is in these roles we offer public service. Barb has been instrumental in leading and/or hosting workshops relevant to each respective entity.  For example; her work with the FBI Citizen’s Academy and NASW IA has included trauma related symposiums, Enhancing Relationships Forums: People and Police Moving Change Forward where the African American culture and law enforcement worked together for the wellbeing of the community; and presenting workshops to fellow professionals through the Annual NASW Symposium.  These workshops encompass culturally specific information vital to social workers need to understand the populations they serve.  
Barb’s work in the Jewish community has been vast.  She served as a long time board president and leader for the Jewish Federation.  She brought the Jewish and African American communities together on a number of occasions over the years to fellowship and exchange cultural information essential to relationship building. She has served on many other boards and committees that work to ensure the communities in which we live thrive and not merely survive.  Because of her work Barb is well known in African American circles.  She has collaborated with nonprofit agencies such as; Children and Families of Iowa, Delta Sigma Theta, Inc. Sorority which is the largest African American women’s sorority, Corinthian Baptist Church, the University of Iowa School of Social Work Social Workers of Color.  The Black community knows they can call on her to assist with initiatives that not only benefit the current generations but generations to come.  

In my humble opinion all of Barb’s efforts are done with compassion and in the spirit of genuineness. Her work is far reaching and its magnitude will be felt for times to come! It is a privilege to call her my sister, my friend, my fellow social worker, and above all a woman of integrity who cares greatly about every population of people. 
I strongly support the nomination of Barb Hirsch-Giller as she has long history of demonstrating that she is truly a Woman of Influence both in her own community and beyond.
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