
RACHEL STAUFFER, CFA
2811 SW 30th St



Des Moines, Iowa  50321

Home: 515-277-8852
rstauffer@mchsi.com

Work: 515-224-5572


Cell: 515-240-8163




PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

THE SWANSON GROUP AT MORGAN STANLEY, West Des Moines, IA
2014-present
Joined a team of advisors as a Partner, Private Wealth Advisor and Institutional Consultant. Manage over $850 million AUM for high net worth individuals, entrepreneurs, multi-generational families and family offices.  Provide institutional investment consulting as the only designated Graystone Consulting team of Morgan Stanley within the upper Midwest. Our Graystone clients include foundations/endowments, educational institutions, hospitals and other tax-exempt organizations as well as banks, insurance companies and corporations. Responsible for senor relationship management, investment policy, fixed income manager selection and business development.
AVIVA INVESTORS NORTH AMERICA, Des Moines, IA
2010-2014
Vice President, Senior Portfolio Manager - Private Fixed Income
· Share responsibility for the daily portfolio management of Aviva USA’s $11.8 billion portfolio of private fixed income securities, consisting of 450 issuers, diversified across industry sector and global geography.  Also share responsibility for a $200 million portfolio for a third party client. Manage the portfolios per client investment strategies.
· Source and underwrite new investments. Provide buy/hold/sell recommendations for the existing portfolios and execute on those recommendations. Complete amendment requests from basic consents to negotiating material restructurings. Involved in business development meetings with potential third party clients. Present quarterly and annual portfolio performance to client constituents.
· Exceeded client objectives of production, relative value, total return, credit losses and capital efficiency each year.
· Supervise and manage a team of 5 credit analysts with varying levels of experience.  Successfully recruited and promoted several members of the team. 
AMERICAN EQUITY INVESTMENT LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, Des Moines, IA
2004-2010
Vice President Investments and Private Placement Portfolio Manager

· Introduced private placement investments as a new asset class to this U.S. life insurance and annuity company.  Developed and implemented a private placement investment strategy based on relative value.
· Created legal review, financial reporting, compliance, and investment pricing protocols.

· Established and maintained agent, industry and issuer relationships for new investment opportunities. 
· Analyzed, underwrote and recommended private placement investments, both new and secondary issues.
· Grew the private placement portfolio to $750 million while meeting or exceeding the portfolio’s investment objectives.  
· Proactively monitored the existing portfolio and provided buy/hold/sell recommendations. 
· Prepared quarterly presentations for the board of directors.  Presented at American Equity’s Investor Day, shareholder meetings and rating agency meetings.
· Supervised a private placement analyst and managed collaboration with the public analysts.

CYBUS CAPITAL GROUP, Des Moines, IA





1993-2004
Partner of this investment banking firm










· Co-managed a $43 million private equity and mezzanine fund investing in value-added food and agricultural companies. 

· Responsibilities included originating, structuring and underwriting, valuation, due diligence, negotiating, extensive legal documentation and closing of new investment opportunities.  

· Guided investment performance and exit strategies through active participation on the board of directors of the portfolio companies.  

· Served on the board of directors of two portfolio companies. Guided the turnaround and strategic recapitalization of two underperforming investments and positioned the companies for investment exits within 2 years. Directed a strategic exchange for a third portfolio company. 

· Responsible for the financial and management reporting requirements of the fund, including monthly and quarterly reports and presentations to an independent board of directors, year end investment valuations, audit engagement and relationship. Created, organized and led an annual meeting of the limited partners.
· Contributed to the investment banking practice of the firm, including leading sell-side private placement assignments, providing other financial advisory services to clients, and assisting in business development with presentations to prospective clients. Managed all aspects of private placement assignments to achieve successful closings. Successes included raising nearly $1 billion in over 50 individual transactions of senior debt, subordinated debt and mezzanine investment placements for middle market companies. Transactions required creative and complex structuring and negotiation for completion.
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WHIRLPOOL FINANCIAL CORPORATION, Chicago, IL




1989-1993

Vice President – Marketing
Senior Underwriter 







· Originated senior and subordinated loans and mezzanine investments in excess of $100 million for the leveraged buyout finance group. Analyzed and structured potential loan transactions based on credit and investment return objectives. Negotiated client proposal and commitment letters.
· Underwrote, performed due diligence and recommended for approval new loans and mezzanine investments.

· Developed a financial model for use in credit analysis.

· Supervised junior analysts.


A T COMMERCIAL CORPORATION, Chicago, IL




1988-1989

Account Executive









· Managed and grew a portfolio of asset-based loans (approximately $50 million) for this finance subsidiary of Ameritrust Corporation. Monitored clients’ financial conditions and collateral trends. Reviewed and approved loan advance requests. Prepared and presented monthly and annual account reviews to Credit Committee.  Restructured and monitored several troubled loans.  

CONNECTICUT NATIONAL BANK, Hartford, CT




1985-1988

Commercial Loan Officer








Credit Officer and Unit Manager

Senior Credit Analyst

Management Training Program

· Managed a commercial loan portfolio of approximately $10 million and grew it by 50%.

· Supervised 15 junior and senior credit analysts.  
· Performed credit analyses of asset-based, middle market, Fortune 1000, non-profit, financial and international companies.

EDUCATION

THE WHARTON SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, Philadelphia, PA

January 1992

Completed the MBA coursework-based Institute of Secured Lending, a three year Executive Education Program
WILLIAMS COLLEGE, Williamstown, MA





June 1985

B.A. in Political Science with a concentration in Economics.  Dean's List seven semesters. Co-captain Swim Team. All-American Swimmer.  
THEODORE ROOSEVELT HIGH SCHOOL, Des Moines, IA



June 1981

Valedictorian
OTHER INFORMATION
· CFA designation and member, CFA Society of Iowa
· NASD licenses: Series 7 and 66 
· Have served in officer and leadership positions on the board of directors of several non-profit and community organizations including: Des Moines Public Library Foundation (2009-present, Treasurer, immediate Past President), The Homestead Living and Learning Center (2006-2012, Treasurer), Chrysalis Foundation (2001-2007, Treasurer), Iowa Public Television (2000-2005, appointed by the Governor), Planned Parenthood of Greater Iowa (1996-2008, Treasurer and Chair of the Board). 
· Served on the board of directors of Zygogen LLC, a private, biotechnology company in Atlanta, GA from 2001-2009.

· Two time qualifier and finisher of Hawaii Ironman World Championship Triathlon 

