
 

 

REBECCA D. SHAW 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

 
PERSONAL DATA 

 
Birthdate:       June 13, 1949 

 
Birthplace:     Decorah, Iowa  

 
Citizenship:    U.S.A. 
 
U.S. Social Security Number:   upon request 

 
Marital status: Married (Robert D. Shaw, M.D.) 

 
Home Address:  13921 Lakeshore Drive 

                  Des Moines, Iowa 50325 
                                         (515)223-1773 
 
EDUCATION 

 
Undergraduate:  Luther College, Bachelor of Arts 

     Decorah, Iowa  
     Graduated May 1971 
  
 Medical School:  University of Iowa College of Medicine 
     Iowa City, Iowa  
     Medical Doctor degree conferred: May 1975 
 
 OB/GYN Residency: University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics 
     Iowa City, Iowa   
     June 1975 through June 1979 
  
BOARD CERTIFICATION 
 
 American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

  Certified, November 1981: current certification active 
  Voluntarily recertified, ’93,’98, ’99, 2001 and annually thereafter 

 
HONORS 
 Women of Vision Award, Young’s Women’s Resource Center, 1998 

Alpha Omega Alpha Alumnus Award, University of Iowa college of Medicine, 1999 
 Phi Beta Kappa Alumnus Award, Luther College, 2004 
 Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser, 2014: Association of Fundraising Professionals Award 
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PRACTICE 
 
 Associate, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology University of Iowa Hospitals and 

Clinics 
 Iowa City, Iowa 
 July 1979 through June 1980 
 
 Private Practice 
 Pascagoula, Mississippi 
 July 1980 through November 1981 
 
 Private Practice 
 UnityPoint Clinics 
 West Des Moines, Iowa   

February 1982 to 2016 
 
Medical Director: Iowa Health – Des Moines, Midwifery Services, 2004-2013 
 
Assistant Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Des Moines University 

July, 2013- Present;  
Chair, Department of Specialty Medicine, 2016-current 

 
CURRENT POSITION RESPONSIBILITIES 

Administrative 
 Course co-coordinator for 2nd year DO class in obstetrics and gynecology 
 Co-director for 2nd year simulation lab course in normal births 
 Clerkship director: 3rd year 
 Coordinator for 4th year elective in Maternal and Child Health 
 

Clinical duties 
 Global health service trip: women’s health professional, preceptor for students 

 
Academic 

 Ob/Gyn course lecturer, 1st and primarily 2nd year 
 Course evaluation report co-author 
 Didactic sessions, weekly: clerkship students 
 Simulation lab, normal delivery (fall); complicated obstetrics (spring) 
 Co-director, maternal and child health elective  
 Facilitator: Healers’ Art elective 

       Service 
 Admissions interviews 
 Member, Nominations Committee, College of Osteopathic Medicine 
 Advisor, 18 College of Osteopathic Medicine students 
 Faculty advisor: Medical Students For Choice Club 
 Faculty advisor: Ob/Gyn Club 
 Global Health Service Trip, March 2014, 2016, 2017 
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Research 
 “Assessing Zika virus Awareness and Family Planning Interests in Rural 

Dominican Republic”  (submitting for publication) 
 Poster sessions: 

 
 “Contraceptive Accessibility in Rural Honduras” 

 “Sexually Transmitted Infections in Rural Honduras” 

 “Des Moines University Medical Service Trip, 2014: Rural Honduras” 
 
Poster session for Global Health Conference,  

Des Moines, Iowa, October 5, 2016;  
 

Yale University global health conference “Unite for Sight”, 2017: 

“The Unmet Needs of Family Planning in Rural Dominican Republic Communities in the 

Context of Zika Virus” 
  
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
 Iowa Methodist Medical Center – Medical Staff  

 Iowa Methodist Medical Center Midwifery – Department Director (2004- 2013) 
  
 Iowa Medical Society, member 
  

American Medical Association, current member  
  

Association of Professors of Gynecology and Obstetrics, member, 2013-present  
 
 American Congress of Obstetrics & Gynecology, member 
 
ACOG (American College of Obstetricians/Gynecologists) ACTIVITIES AND 

APPOINTMENTS 
 
 Fellow, American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

 
Assistant Secretary, ACOG, May 1990-1992 
 
Executive Board Task Force on Industry, 1991-1992 
 
ACOG Health Care commission, 1995-1999: Chairperson, 1997-1999 
 
Alternate Delegate to A.M.A. (American Medical Association), 2000-2002 
 
Iowa Section of ACOG: Nominating Committee, 2002-2007 
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
 American Board of Obstetrics & Gynecology:  
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Oral Board Examiner, 2008-2014 
  Maintenance of Certification Examination Committee, 2011-2014 
 
VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Volunteer guest lecturer: “One Heart Program” – Maternal and Infant Health Project, Tibet, 
September 2002 

 
Physician mentor – Luther College undergraduate January term for pre-med students, 
Selian Hospital, Arusha, Tanzania, January 2004 
 
Des Moines University Global Health Department medical service trip faculty mentor:  
Honduras, 2014; Dominican Republic, 2016, 2017 
 
Volunteer Medical Director, Mid-Iowa Sexual Assault Response Team, 2015-present 
 

 
OTHER APPOINTMENTS and SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
  
 Luther College Board of Regents, 1987-2001 
 Secretary, 1994-1996 
 President Elect, 1196 
 President, 1998-2000 

Elected Regent Emeritus, 2001 
Presidentsråd, 2002-2013 (Presidential Advisory council) 
Board of Regents Gifts and Outreach Committee, member, 2013-present 

 
Adjunct Clinical Associate Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University 
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, 1999-Present 

 
 Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum Member, Board of Trustees, 2003-2011 
  
 ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) Women Leaders Gathering, 11/16, Austin, 

Texas: steering committee member and panelist for meeting) 
  

Campaign for the ELCA, $200 million goal: 2014-19: Steering committee member 
 
Interfaith Alliance Campaign, 2017-2019: member, steering committee 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 

*Contributor:  American Academy of Pediatrics, American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, Guidelines for Perinatal Care, Second Edition. 
 
*Editorial Committee for Baby Talk magazine, 1990-2013. 
 
 
Presentation: “Lifelong Learning: Wrestling as a Professional” Ruth A. Davis Memorial 
Lecture, Phi Beta Kappa initiation lecture, April 2004. 
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Presentation: “Life Before Roe v. Wade,” Planned Parenthood of the Heartland, April 2011 
Poster session for Global Health Conference at Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa, 
October, 2014, and Des Moines University Research Symposium, December, 2014: 
 
 “Contraceptive Accessibility in Rural Honduras” 

 “Sexually Transmitted Infections in Rural Honduras” 

 “Des Moines University Medical Service Trip, 2014: Rural Honduras” 
 
Poster session for Global Health Conference, Des Moines, Iowa, October 5, 2016:  

“The Unmet Needs of Family Planning in Rural Dominican Republic Communities in the 

Context of Zika Virus” 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
 Rudolf, R. and Linnevold (Shaw), R.: “Rapid Harvest of Precise Split Thickness Skin Grafts 

in Small animals,” J. of Investigative Dermatology, 57:180-183, 1971. 
 
 Greydanus, D.E., Shaw, R.D., and Kennedy, E.L.: “Examination of Sexually Abused 

Adolescents, Seminars in Adolescent Medicine, Volume 3, No. 1, pp. 59-66, March 1987. 
 
 *Editorial Committee: American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Planning for 

Pregnancy, Birth and Beyond, 1990. 
 
 *ACOG related activity 
 
LICENSE NUMBERS (available upon request) 
 
 Iowa State License 
 Federal DEA  
 State of Iowa Controlled Substance  
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