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May 15, 2017
Dear Members of the Woman of Influence Selection Committee:
I am pleased to write a letter of reference for Pam Schoffner as a true woman of influence in our community.  To those who know her, she is a combination of so many wonderful and varied qualities—beyond generous, funny, empathetic, and engaging.  
As a volunteer, Pam has touched many aspects of the work we do and has also directly impacted the lives of so many of the people we serve.  I first got to know Pam through our Foundation’s Board of Trustees, when she helped us craft our annual report.  Not only was this during our database transition, but also during a time of heavy staff transition.  Needless to say, we did not have the ability to just hand over clear financials to her to help her share our story.  Regardless of this, our annual report was beautifully crafted, heartwarming, and struck just the right tone and chord we were hoping to.  Never once did she complain about the process or difficulties she faced.
When she arrived at our spring camp in 2016, I did a double-take.  I realized that she was one of those rare volunteers—gifted at helping in varied and wide-ranging areas of support to Amanda the Panda.  From helping us physically set-up for participants to arrive at camp, to getting campfires going, and helping facilitate overwhelmingly difficult conversations about the traumatic losses that brought our campers to us, Pam dug in without hesitation.   
At this point, I don’t question when I see her at just about every volunteer opportunity we offer—I know how willing she is to step in and help, and how adept she will be in doing whatever task needed.  What a wonderful mentor and example for our younger volunteers, male and female.
Pam is a gift to know, to work alongside, and if you have the pleasure of supervising her in any capacity—a treasure to have on your team.  Pam touches our community in so many ways, and I hope you will consider her as a 2017 Woman of Influence.
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Mollie Giller
Team Director, Amanda the Panda
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