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Steven E. Zumbach
Direct Dial: (515) 283-4625
Direct Fax:  (515) 558-0625
E-mail:  sezumbach@belinmccormick.com

	May 21, 2018


Dear Committee:

The story of Lana Jones-Gould is about a young woman who at age 15 overcame immense adversity, and who, without succumbing to self-pity, anger or resentment, embraced the challenges she faced and started a new life. Lana grew up in Spencer, Iowa and was part of a dysfunctional family. Her parents abandoned her at age 15 and moved to Minneapolis. Lana rented an apartment, got a part-time job at Seiferts, earned her high school diploma and went to college. She started at the bottom, but in 1989 - 17 years later - she rose to become Executive Vice President, Director of Stores, Human Resources and Training for 250 Seiferts stores in 29 states. In 1992 the company was sold. Since that time she has held multiple other impressive positions. She has worked for Aspen Tree, Inc. in Laramie, WY, Younkers in Des Moines and K. Renee in Des Moines. She has had a long and distinguished career. 
Lana realized that there were many people who, in her hour of need, were there to give support and assistance. She has never forgotten where she came from and the wonderful people who helped her. Because of what others have done for her she feels an immense amount of responsibility to give back, and give back she has. Throughout her career, Lana has given back with time and money in 17 different philanthropic organizations. Her primary focus has been human services including Oak Ridge Neighborhood Services, Variety Iowa, The Children’s Charity, and Boys and Girls Club of Central Iowa. She has also supported health care initiatives including The Mercy Foundation, American Cancer Society, Planned Parenthood, and Orchard Place. She has also made an impact on culture in the arts by serving on the following boards: The Des Moines Art Center Board, Blank Park Zoo Board, and Drama Workshop,  She has also been involved with Bravo Greater Des Moines and the Des Moines Playhouse.  Each time Lana Gould serves she does it not to warm a seat, but she comes with a task and a mission that she wants to achieve. What is particularly impressive is that during her period at Variety Club of Central Iowa, fundraising exceeded $3.9 million. Because of her determination and tenacity any cause that Lana Jones-Gould works on will succeed. 
By recognizing her as a woman at influence and telling her story, she will be an inspiration to others. I proudly support the nomination of Lana Jones-Gould for Women of Influence for 2018. 
Sincerely yours,
Steven E. Zumbach
For the Firm
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