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BIOGRAPHY

Pat Miller joined the Iowa State University Lectures Program as an assistant in 1981, after working for the Honors Program during the 1970s. She served as director of the Lectures Program from 1983 through her retirement in 2018. During her tenure, Miller built a nationally recognized program that grew from 38 annual events to more than 100 speakers each year and received two awards for excellence. These speakers come to Iowa to address emerging topics that enrich the learning and intellectual capacity of our residents, foster the exchange of ideas and promote civic discourse.

Scholars, intellectuals, public officials, activists and performers who have visited Iowa State through the Lectures Program to present public lectures include Mary Robinson, former president of Ireland; World Bank president Jim Young Kim; activists Cesar Chavez, Angela Davis and Gloria Steinem; presidential candidates Barack Obama, Mitt Romney, Hillary Clinton, John Kerry and Elizabeth Dole; scholars Stephen J. Gould, Noam Chomsky and John Kenneth Galbraith; Bill Nye the Science Guy; authors Bill Bryson, Margaret Atwood, Maya Angelou and Cheryl Strayed; journalists Clarence Page, Helen Thomas, Ta-Nehisi Coates and Nick Kristof; and comedians and entertainers John Oliver, Margaret Cho and Leslie Odom Jr.
Under Miller's leadership, the Iowa State Lectures Program was recognized nationally with the International Platform Association's Drew Pearson Award for excellence in university lecture programming and by the National Association of Campus Activities. In 2013, Miller was recognized with the Iowa State Memorial Union's M.J. Riggs Award, which honors those individuals or organizations whose contributions have had an impact upon a specific area, department, unit or goal of the Memorial Union, where the Lectures Program is housed. 
In 2007, Miller was one of 12 women selected for the first Women Impacting ISU calendar, sponsored by ISU’s Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics. The annual calendar recognizes female faculty, staff and students who have made a difference at the university, in the community and in their careers. Her work on behalf of women’s leadership, advancement and equality also has been recognized with a 1997 Strong-Minded Woman Award, presented by the Catt Center, and a 1993 Sex Equity Award, sponsored by the Margaret Sloss Women’s Center. In 1991, she received the ISU Human Relations Award, which is presented to recognize groups and individuals who have contributed significantly to the advancement of human relations within and among all segments of the campus community. 
As a longtime member of the University Committee on Women, Miller worked to represent female faculty, staff and students on the ISU campus by empowering change and encouraging education. She also was a co-founder and member of the ISU Women’s Leadership Consortium from its inception in 2001 through her retirement in 2018. Through the consortium, she helped develop the Advancing Women Leaders lecture series and the Women's Leadership Summit and reviewed and awarded $25,000 in women’s enrichment grants. 
Over the years, Miller has served on various state and local boards, including the Story County and Iowa Women’s Political Caucus, ACCESS (Assault Care Center Extending Shelter & Support) and the YWCA Ames-ISU. She was a longtime member of Ames Noon Rotary. Also, Miller created, developed and maintained several networks of women throughout the university and community. 
RESUME
Education:  
· Bachelor of Science in psychology with distinction, Iowa State University, 1980
· Completed coursework toward a master’s degree in journalism and mass communication

University Committee Memberships & Service
· YWCA Ames-ISU, Board of Directors, 2007-2010
· YWCA Just Desserts Planning Committee, 2007-2010
· Women’s Leadership Consortium, 2001-2018
· University Committee on Women Sustaining Members Group, 2000-2010
· Performing Arts Committee, 1997-2010
· Carrie Chapman Catt Hall Dedication Committee, 1994-1995
· University Committee on Women, 1991-2000
· Multicultural Task Force, 1991-1994 & 1997-1999
· George Washington Carver Centennial Committee, 1991 & 1994
· Women's History Month Planning Committee, 1989-2017
· Graduation Speaker Committee, 1989-1992 
· Phi Kappa Phi, 1984-1998
· University Calendar Committee, 1984-2007
· Adviser, Women in Communication, Inc., Iowa State University chapter, 1983-85
· Women's Week Planning Committee, 1982-2000
· Public Events Committee, 1981-1996
· Iowa State Center Oversight Committee, 1981-1995

Selected Community Service
· Member, Rotary Scholarship Committee, 2008-2010
· Member, Central Iowa Symphony Board, 2000-2004
· Member, National Association of Campus Activities Lecture Showcase Selection Committee, 2000-2001; Chair, 2001
· Fundraising chair, Story County Equal Rights Amendment Coalition, 1998
· Member, ACCESS (Assault Care Center Extending Shelter & Support) Board of Directors, 1995-2004
· Chair, Women Supporting Women fundraiser, 1994
· Member and fundraiser, Story County Equal Rights Amendment Coalition Steering Committee, 1992
· Coordinator, Town Meeting on the Gulf War, 1991
· Fundraising chair, Story County Equal Rights Amendment Coalition, 1990
· Co-chair, Story County Jesse Jackson Campaign for President, 1988
· National Association of Campus Activities Lectures Committee, 1985-1990; National Convention Education Session and Lectures Showcase Chair, 1990 & 1991; education sessions presenter 1985-1995
· Campaign manager for successful state legislature candidate in 1984, 1986, 1988, 1990 and 1992 and successful state senate campaign in 1994 and 1998
Honors

· Iowa State Memorial Union's M.J. Riggs Award, 2013
· Women Impacting ISU calendar, Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics, 2007
· Strong-Minded Woman Award, Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics, 1997 
· VEISHEA Staff Award, 1996
· African Student Association Service Award, 1994
· Sex Equity Award, Margaret Sloss Women’s Center, 1993
· Iowa State University Human Relations Award, 1991
· Story County Women's Political Caucus Agent for Political and Social Change, 1989
· Phi Kappa Phi honorary, 1980
