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December 29, 2015

Des Moines Business Record

40 Under 40 Selection Committee

The Depot at 4th      100 4th Street

Des Moines, Iowa 50309
Dear Selection Committee Members:

Thank you for allowing me to enthusiastically recommend Kimberly Boggus for the 2016 40 Under 40 Class.     I am proud to have the chance to provide testimony for a young leader who I know well and for whom I hold tremendous respect. 

I take great pride in being a member of the inaugural 40 Under 40 Class.  I have seen the impact my fellow honorees have made on our community, so I join the Business Record in ensuring the judging is serious and exclusive for those having a demonstrated track record of leadership.  

I can assure you, Kimberly Boggus is a worth recipient of the honor and will advance the honor’s stature in the coming years as she continues to provide leadership in our community.  

I have known and observed KIMBERLY for many years.   We attend church together, live in the same neighborhood and share many passions; including making Des Moines and our Park’s system alive and active for a young generation of residents.

As a Mayor-Appointed Member of our Park’s Board, Kimberly helps shape the vision, programing and fundraising for over 60 parks, the Pappajohn Sculpture Park, our Trails, Principal Park, the Principal Riverwalk, the B-Cycle bike rental program, the saving and restoring of historically significant community features such as the Jackson Street Bridge.   

I have found her to be a champion of these things because she realizes that world-class cities have great parks and places to play and relax.    But more than that, Kimberly is a champion of those who can’t afford a country Club membership or vacations to exotic places.  She knows that many of our parks are places – sometimes the lone place – families and communities have to be together for fun; for free.  This understanding drives Kimberly to see our parks as community builders and inclusive of all.  

Kimberly’s leadership with the Des Moines Bicycle Collective is an amazing contribution to our community.   Her involvement helped lead the Collective to the Open Streets Events in 2015 which were vibrant community events.    She is making a demonstrated difference in her role on this Board.  
I know that KIMBERLY will make the Business Record proud, and will represent the class with distinction in the future.   I hope you will select her as a 2016 40 Under40 Honoree.   
If I can be of any assistance to the selection committee, please contact me.   Good luck with your selections.

Sincerely,

Chris Coleman
Chris Coleman

Des Moines City Council
BILL GRAY

DES MOINS CITY COUNCIL MEMBER

WARD 1
December 29, 2015

Business Record’s 17th Annual Forty Under 40 award

I would like to nominate Kimberley Boggus of Beaverdale as one of the best candidates for the Business Record’s Forty Under 40 award.  I met Kimberley in early 2013 as I was putting together a run for the Ward 1 council seat on the Des Moines City Council.  After our initial meeting, I left very impressed with the knowledge level and enthusiasm she would bring to a tough campaign such as mine.  I had heard of her involvement with Polk County Democrats, but that was only the beginning.  Kimberley devoted many hours on weekdays and weekends to assemble volunteers who would make phone calls, write postcards, help go door-to-door with door-hangers and bring a level of excitement I had not seen before.  Her understanding of what it would take to win an election such as this was very well appreciated.  On election night in November, we hadn’t reach the 50% mark needed to avoid a runoff and Kimberley was already on the campaign front for the December election.  With her hard work and determination, we prevailed in December as well.  I will never forget the work ethic she brought to the campaign and the great follow through she provided for the over 10 months we worked together.  She truly was a difference maker for me.

In addition, an opening came up on the city of Des Moines’ Parks & Recreation board.  I was happy to appoint her to that position and she picked up where she left off on the campaign.  Unbridled enthusiasm and a deep commitment to the community shows up every meeting Kimberley attends.  Board members have mentioned to me how much the board has improved since Kimberley was appointed.  This is a testament to the great work ethic Kimberley brings to every avenue of her work.

It is my pleasure to recommend Kimberley Boggus as a member of the Business Record’s Forty Under 40 award.  She certainly has all the credentials to be a member.

Thank you for your consideration.

Bill Gray

Des Moines City Coucil – Ward 1

