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Work Experience
The Nature Conservancy in Iowa

Des Moines, IA

2001 – Present



Nature Conservancy Career Highlights:

· Oversaw and contributed to the protection of 11,319 conservation acres throughout the state.
· Raised more than $45 million in private dollars for conservation in the state of Iowa.
· Helped launch the Boone River Watershed project as a part of the Conservancy’s multi-state Mississippi River program. This project has restored 17 oxbow wetlands upstream of Des Moines for improved water quality and reduced flood risk.
· Secured funding to grow Broken Kettle Grasslands, Iowa’s largest native prairie, by more than 1,200 acres and re-introduce bison onto the preserve.  
· Secured the Iowa program’s largest ever private gift of $1.9 million and additional gifts to nearly quadruple our landholdings in the Lower Cedar Valley, Iowa’s most biodiverse area and an important demonstration site on the value of floodplains.
· Oversaw Cedar River Basin project that has restored more than 4,000 acres of wetlands since the Flood of 2008.   
· Secured a land gift valued at $5 million that was the last large tract of undeveloped land on Clear Lake and used this gift to leverage federal grants that have restored more than 3,000 acres of wetlands in northwest Iowa. 
· Oversaw Missouri River project that restored more than 2,200 acres of wetlands along the river after the Flood of 2011.

· Served as Finance Chair and developed, led and executed the fundraising plan for the Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy Coalition, a group of more than 130 organizations that passed a constitutional amendment for increased natural resources funding in Iowa.  More than $1.2 million in non-tax deductible contributions were secured for the effort plus coalition members provided an additional $800,000 of in-kind support.  
· Completed an $18.1 million capital campaign, including all fundraising planning, strategizing, and coordinating the cultivation and solicitation of donors from 2003 – January 2008.  Campaign raised nearly double the original goal of $9 million.  
· Recently launched a statewide agriculture program for the Conservancy and a Sustainable Rivers Project on the Des Moines River that will modernize dam operations at Saylorville and Lake Red Rock reservoirs.

Iowa State Director






July 2011 – Present

· Accountable for Iowa’s success in implementing TNC’s conservation approach, producing measurable results and maintaining organizational values.  
· Oversee fundraising, marketing and the creation and administration of a $2.5 million operating budget, including setting priorities which dictate private and public fundraising goals.  
· Responsible for the management of 25 Iowa program staff and directly supervise six individuals.

· Manage the Iowa board of trustees.  Responsible for diverse trustee recruitment and maximizing trustee engagement to help The Nature Conservancy advance its mission.    

· Serve as the primary local spokesperson to internal and external audiences.  
Iowa Assistant State Director Philanthropy & Operations

July 2009 – June 2011
· Oversaw, planned and implemented a comprehensive development program that secured financial private resources within Iowa to support conservation goals around the world.  

· Responsible for the day-to-day direction and oversight of philanthropy and operations of the Iowa Chapter, including philanthropy, communications, finance and administration.  

· Planned, developed and administered the operating budget and monitored program expenses for philanthropy and operations of the Iowa OU.  
· Supervised a team of five including operations, communications and philanthropy staff. 

· Managed Iowa Board Governance and Philanthropy Committees.  
· Collaborated closely with conservation staff, providing input on conservation strategic planning, financing of conservation projects and marketing of projects to key stakeholders.  

Director of Philanthropy, Sr. Associate.  Dir. of Philanthropy,
July 2003 – June 2009

Associate Director of Philanthropy

· Oversaw, planned and implemented a comprehensive development program that secured financial resources from foundations, corporations or individuals within Iowa to support conservation goals around the world.  

· Established annual and capital fundraising goals and was accountable for these goals.  

· Completed an $18.1 million capital campaign, including all fundraising planning, strategizing, and coordination of cultivation and solicitation of donors from 2003 – January 2008.  Campaign raised nearly double the original goal of $9 million.  
· Motivated and coordinated volunteers in fundraising activities including donor strategy development, cultivation and solicitation.  Serve as the staff liaison to the Board of Trustees for the Development and Campaign Steering committees.    

· Led Iowa Chapter philanthropy team including hiring, training and managing a team of three staff.  Established philanthropy goals and managed completion of established goals for entire chapter.  

· Responsible for engagement of over 50 major gift prospects in Iowa capable of a contribution of $100,000 or more over three years.

· Led and coordinated a five-day, Iowa Board of Trustees trip to Llanos of Venezuela and Colombia in 2005.

Donor Relations Manager




June 2002 – July 2003

· Assisted in the creation and implementation of strategies for the ongoing cultivation of donors capable of major and/or deferred gifts.  

· Developed major gift prospect screening program for the Iowa program and conducted initial exploratory meetings with donors and prospects to determine capacity for major gifts.  

· Provided ongoing opportunities for contact with past and current donors.  

Development & Communications Assistant


June 2001 – June 2002

· Processed and acknowledged donations and maintained donor database.

· Conducted research on major gift prospects.

· Assisted with the cultivation of members and coordination of volunteers by planning special events and field trips and designing, writing and editing quarterly newsletter.  

· Provided administrative support to Director of Development.
Boards, Committees & Volunteer Service

Iowa Soybean Association Research Advisory Board


2015-Present

Iowa Agriculture Water Alliance Advisory Board



2015-Present


Natural Resources Conservation Service State Technical Committee
2012-Present


Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy Executive Committee


2012-Present


Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy Finance Committee Chair


2009-2010


Iowa’s Soil and Water Future Task Force Advisory Committee

2015-Present

Pleasant Hill Soccer Club Coach





2010-Present

Education

Loras College

Dubuque, IA

Bachelor of Arts in Marketing



Central College 

London, England
Study abroad program 



