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CONCENTRATION
Mike is a senior shareholder of the Davis Brown Law Firm, and currently serves as chair 
of the firm’s Insurance Defense Department and the Product Liability Department.  Mike 
joined Davis Brown in May 2011 after practicing for a decade in Washington, D.C. and 
Virginia.  During the last fifteen years, his litigation practice has focused on all stages of 
complex civil litigation, with an emphasis on defense litigation.
Mike regularly represents individuals against claims of professional negligence and 
liability, including architects, engineers, medical providers, lawyers, brokers and others.  
In addition, he represents businesses, companies and insurance carriers in a wide 
variety of commercial claims and litigation, including contract and employment related 
disputes.   
His practice also includes municipality litigation, intellectual property litigation, 
construction litigation, premises liability, products liability, tractor trailer and motor 
vehicle accident litigation, employee benefits litigation, casualty insurance defense, 
general insurance defense litigation, and general civil litigation.  Mike is also routinely 
engaged to provide coverage opinions for insurance carriers and insureds.
In addition to many bench trials, Mike has first-chaired over 20 jury trials to verdict in 
state and federal courts. He has negotiated and mediated several hundred other cases, 
many of which involved multimillion dollar claims.
Mike is licensed to practice law in Iowa, Virginia and the District of Columbia.  

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
• BV® Distinguished™ rated by Martindale-Hubbell. The BV   certification mark is an 

excellent rating for a lawyer with more experience.
•	 2015	Great	Plains	Super	Lawyers “Rising Star” - Civil Litigation: Defense. Mike was 

also recognized as a “Rising Star” in 2014.
• Recognized by Super	Lawyers as a “Virginia Rising Star” in Civil Litigation for the 

years 2010 and 2011.

ACADEMICS
Mike graduated with High Honors from Drake University Law School in 2001.  He 
attained a Bachelors of Business Administration in Finance from the University of Iowa in 
1998.

OF NOTE
Prior to accepting a position with the Davis Brown Law Firm, Mike lived in Virginia and 
was a senior partner at a Roanoke, Virginia law firm. 

PERSONAL
Mike and his wife Leighton (also a Drake University School of Law graduate) have three 
children, Maggie, Fletcher and Sam.  Mike loves spending time with his family, coaches 
youth soccer, and enjoys running as frequently as his schedule will allow.  He also 
volunteers and serves on the board of directors for several non-profit entities in Central 
Iowa. 
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