Amber L. Markham
1341 Pointe Court 



                            ambermarkham@hotmail.com
Cumming, IA 50061




                                    (515) 868-8128  

EDUCATION
University of Iowa College of Law, Iowa City, Iowa

Juris Doctorate 2006; Iowa Bar Certified
Writer, The Journal of Gender, Race & Justice
University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa
Bachelor of Arts 2003
Major: Political Science, Minor: International Affairs
Senator, Northern Iowa Student Government
Graduated Summa Cum Laude
Study Abroad; 2002
Invited Speaker at the Multi-Linguist University - Moscow, Russia
Universitat Klagenfurt - Klagenfurt, Austria 
EXPERIENCE
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, Des Moines, Iowa            

    December 2012-Present

   Policy Advisor
· Provide legal advice related to the drafting and interpretation of legislation.
· Prioritize and lobby for $92 million departmental budget.  

· Facilitate beneficial interactions between departmental staff and lawmakers. 

· Assist all divisions with public relations, citizen inquiries, and public information requests.  
· Coordinate departmental efforts to implement new laws including developing forms and resource documents, training stakeholders, and assisting in administrative rulemaking. 
· Collaborate with the Governor’s office and heads of state agencies on the resolution of legislative issues. 

IOWA COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, Des Moines, Iowa

          2009-2012
   Director of Public Policy/ Senior Staff Attorney
· Represented clients in District Court and before the Iowa Court of Appeals.
· Lobbied on the state and federal level, successfully getting numerous major pieces of legislation enacted.  
· Built external professional relationships with lobbyist, lawmakers, and individuals in the executive branch to benefit organizational policy objectives.

· Educated and trained statewide on the legal implementation of new laws.

· Conducted media relations related to legislation including television, radio, and newspaper interviews. 

Iowa Farm Bureau, Des Moines, Iowa 





           2007-2009
State Policy Advisor
· Drafted and reviewed legislation while working with lawmakers to enact laws consistent with organizational policies set by our 159,000 members statewide. 
· Educated and trained member volunteers and leaders on legislative activities and policy implementation.
· Served organization and members as legal expert regarding state policy related laws.
· Organized and oversaw state PAC activities, and organized statewide grassroots lobbying efforts.
Iowa DNR, Legal Services Department, Des Moines, Iowa




      Summer 2005

Legal Intern

· Analyzed and evaluated information to write legal memorandums and prepare for administrative hearings.
· Worked closely with staff attorneys on department related issues and there legal resolutions.
The North American Review – Cedar Falls, Iowa




           2000-2003
Business Specialist
· Handled payment and receipt of all account funds requiring extreme attention to detail.

· Used interpersonal skills to maintain high customer satisfaction with subscribers. 
Memberships: Iowa State Bar Association Member, Public Safety Advisory Board Member, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning Advisory Council Member, Iowa State Interoperability Communications System Board (ISICSB) FirstNet Broadband Committee Member. 
