Nathaniel R. Boulton

100 Court Avenue, Suite 425
Des Moines, IA 50309
Telephone: (515) 288-4148 - Facsimile: (515) 288-4149
nboulton@hedberglaw.com
EDUCATION 

Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa

Juris Doctor and Certificate of Legislative Practice, Honors – May 2005

Master of Public Administration – May 2005          


Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa 

Bachelor of Arts, Cum Laude – May 2002 

Majors: Political Science and History (with Secondary Education Licensure) 
LEGAL AND PUBLIC POLICY EXPERIENCE

Senator, Term of Office January 2017-January 2021
General Assembly of the State of Iowa, Des Moines, Iowa

Elected to serve the people of north and east Des Moines and city of Pleasant Hill in the Iowa Senate. 

Attorney and Partner, August 2007-PRESENT

Hedberg & Boulton, P.C., Des Moines, Iowa

Practicing in workers’ compensation, personal injury, and labor law in the state and federal courts of Iowa. 
Associate Attorney, September 2005-August 2007

Hedberg, Owens, Hedberg & Walsh, P.C., Des Moines, Iowa

Practiced in a number of legal fields, including personal injury, workers’ compensation, and labor law.
Law Clerk, June 2003-September 2005

Hedberg, Owens, Hedberg & Walsh, P.C., Des Moines, Iowa 

Prepared legal documents, conducted research, and handled client communication and correspondence. 

Legal Journal Note Editor and Staff Member, August 2003-May 2005

Drake Journal of Agricultural Law, Drake Law School, Des Moines, Iowa 

Supervised junior staff and selected Notes for publication. Received the Outstanding Note Award for 2005. 

Government Relations and Research Intern, December 2004-May 2005

Iowa Trial Lawyers Association, Des Moines, Iowa

Drafted bills, researched public policy, tracked legislation, and worked with legislators on civil justice issues. 

Legislative Intern for Sen. Bob Dvorksy, 2004 Legislative Session

Iowa State Capitol, Des Moines, Iowa 

Conducted legislative research and acted as general support staff for a State Senator.  

Presidential Campaign College Organizer and Field Staff, June 2003-January 2004

Gephardt for President, West Des Moines, Iowa
Served as the statewide student organizer and as a county field organizer for a presidential campaign.

State Senate Campaigns Field Researcher, May 1999-August 1999 

Iowa Democratic Party, Des Moines, Iowa 

Conducted research for Iowa Senate candidates in preparation for the 2000 elections.

PUBLISHED WORKS

Note, The Farmer's Retort to Tort Reform: How Legislation to Limit or Eliminate Punitive Damages Hurts the Agricultural Sector, 9 Drake J. of Agric. L. 415 (2004).
Nathaniel R. Boulton, Establishing Causation in Iowa Workers’ Compensation Law:  An Analysis of Common Disputes over the Compensability of Certain Injuries, 59 Drake L. Rev.  101 (2011).
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Adjunct Professor, 2012-2013, Drake University Law School, Des Moines, Iowa
Adjunct faculty for Labor Law, a course occasionally offered to second and third-year law students.
Adjunct Professor, 2009-PRESENT, Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa
Part-time faculty teaching Business Law I, Business Law II, Business Ethics, Ethics in Sport, and Sport Law.
Adjunct Professor, 2007-2013, William Penn University, Ames, Oskaloosa and West Des Moines, Iowa

Instructor for Business Law, Moral Leadership, Conflict Resolution, Contemporary Business Leadership, and Organizational Management. 2011 Faculty Achievement Award. Faculty Advisory Committee Chair (2011-13). 

Substitute High School/Middle School Teacher, 2003, Wapello High School, Wapello, Iowa

Student Teacher, 2002, Indianola High School, Indianola, Iowa
REPRESENTATIVE CASES

Big Tomato Pizza v. Cloud, (Iowa Ct. App. 2013).

Represented a pizza delivery driver who was assaulted in the street upon returning from a delivery. The court affirmed the award of workers’ compensation benefits as the injuries arose out of and in the course of his employment. 
Iowa Newspapers v. Watson, (Iowa Ct. App. 2013).

Represented a worker who was found to be permanently and totally disabled after suffering a spinal injury. The Court of Appeals affirmed the award as it was supported by substantial evidence. 
Homan v. Branstad, 812 N.W.2d 623 (Iowa 2012).

Represented a statewide public employee union president and a group of state legislators in a constitutional challenge to Governor Branstad’s use of the item veto power to strike the restrictions on funds appropriated for the purpose of maintaining Iowa Workforce Development field offices.
Dell v. Hy-Vee, (Iowa Ct. App. 2009). 
Represented a plaintiff in a personal injury case who received a jury verdict that found the defendants completely at fault for her injuries but awarded insufficient damages. The Court of Appeals ordered a new trial on damages alone, holding that the verdict of the jury was inadequate and inconsistent. 
  

Dexter Co. and EMC Insurance Cos. v. Connelly, (Iowa Ct. App. 2008).

Represented an injured worker who had a workers’ compensation award reversed by the District Court on a statute of limitations issue. On appeal, the award was reinstated based on the “discovery rule” concerning when a worker should know an injury has caused a permanent impact on his employability.  
  

Local 447 of the Intern. Union of Painters and Allied Trades v. Five Seasons Paint and Drywall, Inc., 426 F.Supp.2d 982 (S.D. Iowa 2006). 
Represented a labor union in an action to enforce a collective bargaining agreement. The federal district court held that the union could enforce the contract after its expiration. 

AWARDS, HONORS & ACTIVITIES

• ABA-BNA Award for Excellence in Labor Law 

• Iowa Association for Justice President-Elect
• Iowa State Bar Association
• Iowa Workers’ Compensation Advisory Committee    

   Past President
• Iowa Association of Workers’ Compensation Lawyers  
  • CALI Award for Excellence in Trial Advocacy

  • Justice for All Political Action Committee Past Chair
• AFL-CIO Lawyers Coordinating Committee  
• Grader for the Iowa Bar Examination  
• Blackstone Inn of Court  
• Simpson College Board of Trustees Past Member
• Simpson College Recent Alumni Achievement Award
• Simpson College Recent Alumni Loyalty Award

• John C. Culver Public Policy Center Board of Directors

• Simpson College Alumni Association Past President
LEGAL CLASSES AND SEMINARS TAUGHT

Workers’ Compensation Law

Polk County Bar Association,

Fall General Practice CLE, 2016
Expedited Case Proceedings Panel

Polk County Bar Association,

Bench and Bar Spring Seminar, 2016

Ethics Panel

Iowa State Bar Association, 
Federal Practice Seminar, 2015

Ethics Panel

Iowa State Bar Association, 
Employment Law Seminar, 2015

Representing Union Employers and Employees
Iowa Workers' Compensation Advisory Committee,

Annual Symposium, 2014
Workers’ Compensation 101
Iowa Association for Justice, 
Annual Seminar, 2013
Causation in Workers’ Compensation
Iowa Association of Workers’ Compensation Lawyers, 
Annual Seminar, 2012

Industrial Disability and the Aging Workforce
Iowa Workers' Compensation Advisory Committee,

Annual Symposium, 2012
Legal Causation Issues

Iowa Association for Justice, 
Eastern Iowa Workers’ Compensation Seminar, 2011

Calculating Credits

Iowa Association of Workers’ Compensation Lawyers, 
Annual Seminar, 2011
Causation Concepts Simplified

Iowa Association for Justice, 
Workers’ Compensation Seminar, 2011
Workers’ Compensation and Administrative Procedure

Iowa Association for Justice, 
Annual Convention, 2010

Agency Case Law Update
Iowa Association of Workers Compensation Lawyers, 
Annual Seminar, 2010

Workers’ Compensation
Iowa State Bar Association, 
Telephone Seminar, 2010

Iowa’s New Penalty Statute
Iowa Workers’ Compensation Advisory Committee, 
Annual Symposium, 2010

Case Law Update

Iowa Association for Justice, 
Workers’ Compensation Seminar, 2010

Workers’ Compensation Case Law Update
Iowa Association for Justice, 
Annual Convention, 2009
Agency Case Law Update
Iowa Association of Workers Compensation Lawyers, 
Annual Seminar, 2008

Workers’ Compensation 101
Iowa Trial Lawyers Association, 
Western Iowa Workers’ Compensation Seminar, 2007

Panel Discussion for Young Attorneys
Iowa State Bar Association, 
Nuts and Bolts Seminar, 2006

Case Law Update
Iowa Trial Lawyers Association, 
Eastern Iowa Workers’ Compensation Seminar, 2006

Drafting/Answering Discovery
Iowa State Bar Association, 
Workers’ Compensation Seminar, 2006

Case Law Update
Iowa Trial Lawyers Association, 
Workers’ Compensation Seminar, 2005
