








 

January 11, 2017 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am pleased to nominate Joe DeJong for 40 Under 40 this year.  I’ve known Joe for four years through 

his Foundation Board work with Orchard Place.  Joe’s achievements while serving as Foundation Board 

President and then as a participating board member:  

 Recruitment of six board members with a passion for our mission and for friend and fundraising. 

 Laid the ground work for this past years’ record fundraising efforts of over $1 million.  

 Created momentum in Orchard Place fundraising efforts specifically around corporate donors 

and sponsorships.  

 Instrumental in launching the “Orchard Place Moonlight Classic” annual bike ride which has 

raised more than $240,000 in the past four years.   

 Launched the first children’s Mental Health Awareness event for Orchard Place.  

Joe is a passionate believer in our mission, has mentored youth in our programs, and encourages all 

Foundation board members to involve themselves with our youth.   

Orchard Place provides mental health services and supports to more than 9,500 youth and their families 

annually.   Joe has been an integral part over the past four years in helping sustain our work.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Anne F. Starr  

President and CEO  

 

 



 

 

 

January 10, 2017 

 

 

To Panel Members Choosing the 2017 Forty under 40 Awards, 
 

I am very happy to write this  letter of recommendation for Joe DeJong who  is a Vice President 

and the Managing Director of ESOP Finance at Bankers Trust.   Joe and his team have been our 

“go to” ESOP finance experts for the past several years.  He was instrumental in working with CI3 

to put together a financial package that was economically attractive and also allowed us to bring 

our banking business back  to Des Moines.   Our ability  to work  together with a banker  that  is 

knowledgeable  in  the many different  ESOP  strategies  and  regulations  is  a  resource we  value 

immensely and has helped us to continue on our growth path.      

Joe  has  always  performed  his  job with  the  utmost  knowledge  and  skill.    Business  issues  are 

presented and discussed with a high degree of professionalism obtained from his education and 

experience.  I look forward to our meetings and value our relationship. 

But Joe  is not  just about business.   Joe enjoys talking about how proud he  is of his family and 

their many activities.  He also participates in several community events and organizations.  One 

association  in  particular  that  requires  extreme  diligence  is  his work  at Orchard  Place.    As  a 

leader, he has helped this shelter for challenged young people become better known and better 

financed through his work with them.   

In closing,  Joe  is one of those people  I have met through business that  I clearly trust.   He has 

done an outstanding  job representing himself and Bankers Trust.   I have met and worked with 

many Forty Under 40 Award Winners during my career.  Taking into account his career, his civic 

activities and his love of family and friends, Joe would be an asset to the group and would bring 

a perspective that would be truly beneficial. 

 

Sincerely and with Best Regards, 

Control Installations of Iowa, Inc. 

 

 
Wayne Hansen, CEO 
 
 






