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I am writing in support of Maggie White and her application to be honored in Forty under Forty.

Maggie is a young lawyer in Des Moines.  I am a juvenile court judge.  Maggie does not practice law in front of me.  I did not meet her through typical “lawyer circles.” 

About a year and a half ago, Maggie was one of the founding members of the Polk County Juvenile Drug Court Advisory Board.  This is a really important non-profit group.  They provide special incentives and supports for young people in our community who are struggling with substance abuse.  Many of these kids have significant trauma history and related child welfare involvements – many are kids that a lot of “stuff” has happened “to them.”  Typically, these are children ages 14 to 17 years old.  If this particular population of kids doesn’t get it right now, they are going to have long and hard lives with great societal cost in their future.  And historically, the justice systems use of “negative measures” or only seeking to “remove” these persons from the community simply haven’t worked.

Maggie and her friends on the Board are providing special gifts and incentives for these kids.  She is a real leader in helping us celebrate the successes that these kids achieve.  We are having dinners and gatherings and outings to honor these kids.  And by doing this, Maggie is actively telling these kids that they are a big deal and that they can be somebody and there is more to life than just the escape associated with getting high and skipping school.

I recommend you recognize Maggie.  She cares about our community.   Everyone in it.  Even the ones that can often be forgotten or easily dismissed.  We need more like her.

    Very Truly Yours, 

Colin J. Witt
