Annah Backstrom

735 34th Street, Des Moines, Iowa, 50312
Phone: 231-215-2472; Email: annah.backstrom@gmail.com
Relevant work experience

The Des Moines Register/DesMoinesRegister.com
News Director (Nov. 2016-Current)

· Still in charge of the Register’s political coverage, as noted below.

· Direct the editors of three other teams, encompassing all other beats in the newsroom except sports. (Business, metro government and communities, and features.)

· Responsible for maintaining and elevating the level of quality journalism that is synonymous with the Des Moines Register.
Politics Content Strategist (Nov. 2014-Nov. 2016)
· Directed a team of roughly 15 reporters plus multimedia staff while covering the 2016 Iowa caucuses. That included daily trail reporting as well as enterprise work on TV ad buys, in-state super PAC spending, and the Iowa Poll, among others.

· Helped conceptualize, develop and edit a 10-episode podcast on the Iowa caucuses, “Three Tickets,” hosted by a reporter. (More than 35,000 listens.)
· Launched and helped storyboard the DMRCaucus Snapchat account, where we produced live stories from the caucus trail as well as reacted to breaking news.

· Taught workshops on SEO and headline writing to the Register newsroom and Gannett’s network, with a focus on writing better for mobile and social audiences. Used analytics and reader feedback to shape print and digital coverage; advocated for alternative story formats when appropriate, urging reporters to think of new ways to tell stories.

· Developed and planned debate night coverage for all facets of the Register newsroom. Worked with partners at CBS News and Twitter planning coverage for Iowa’s Democratic debate, in which the Register was a partner.
· Launched the “Give a Damn, Des Moines” event series targeted at educating first-time caucusgoers. Events included a beer caucus, where guests learned the caucus process by picking their favorite Iowa brewery, and a political fashion show. 
· Launched PolitiFact Iowa; directed and edited our PolitiFact coverage.
· Directed coverage at the Iowa statehouse and Iowa’s higher education system.

· Won the Randy Brubaker Award in Feb. 2016, given annually to the newsroom staffer who best embodies the “for the good of the Register” spirit that Brubaker championed.  

Breaking News Editor (July 2012-Nov. 2014)

· Responsible for the daily management of DesMoinesRegister.com; oversaw a mobile/tablet producer, social media manager, and photo staff scheduler.
· Directed our morning breaking news reporter, and other reporters as needed.
· Leveraged Chartbeat and Omniture data to make coverage decisions while increasing engaged time and unique visitors.
· Day-parted content, working with editors to ensure the right stories were being highlighted on the right platforms at the right time of day.
· Named Editor’s Choice Rising Star in 2013; member of Register Media’s Strategic Leadership Team.
Herald and News, Klamath Falls, Ore.

Assistant Editor (March 2010-June 2012); Copy Editor/Page Designer (Jan. 2007-March 2010); Fill-in Reporter (Oct. 2009-March 2010)
Education

Michigan State University, East Lansing, Mich.

B.A. in Journalism, Dec. 2005
