The Office of Dr. Bob Stouffer, Superintendent
February 15, 2011
To Whom It May Concern:
I am pleased to serve as a reference for Jahna Duda, a candidate for your position of educational leadership.  As Superintendent of Des Moines Christian, I have known Jahna well enough for the past five years to recommend her unconditionally to you.  I have served on school committees with Jahna, and        I have interacted with her on multiple occasions during professional learning opportunities.  As an adjunct professor of educational leadership for almost two decades, I believe I am qualified to make a prediction of a candidate’s prospects for success in educational administration.  Having hired administrators for every position except superintendent, I also believe I can gauge the performance of Jahna Duda.  

Jahna will be a very successful school administrator.  Her integrity is impeccable.  She is highly relational with students, parents, administrators, and her colleagues.  Jahna is well respected for her knowledge base as an educator and effectiveness as a teacher.  I have witnessed Jahna teaching other teachers, and she adapts well to any audience.  In particular, parents and students love Mrs. Duda for her high expectations, active interest in every student, and clear competence pedagogically.
When the administration of Des Moines Christian School has encountered challenges in past, we nearly always think to involve Jahna in some way to determine solutions and best steps for moving forward as a school.  Jahna is bright and creative.  She is positive.  She is very solutions-oriented.  Because she enjoys so much credibility with fellow teachers of all grade levels, people turn to her for leadership.      She is a natural leader, but she is also learning to be even more effective as a leader through her graduate program.  She is a thirsty life-long learner who is absorbing every bit of information during her weekend program.

Search no more.  You have found an outstanding candidate for your position.  Interview Jahna, and you will see for yourself.  I would grieve the loss of Jahna Duda from our faculty, but I also know she must pursue a leadership position to expand her positive influence from a classroom and department to a school as a whole.  If an administrative position were open at Des Moines Christian School, I would certainly interview her and would be hard-pressed to determine why I would not hire her for the position.  If you need additional information, do not hesitate to contact me at 515.252.2481 or 515.480.2430.  

Sincerely,
Dr. Bob Stouffer, Superintendent
Des Moines Christian 
The mission of Des Moines Christian – Equipping students with an excellent biblically-directed, Christ-centered education.
The vision of Des Moines Christian – Students will become servant leaders who think critically, discern spiritually, and act biblically.
The core values of Des Moines Christian – Christ-Centered, Student-Focused, Wise Stewardship of All Resources, Serving Those Inside and Outside the Body of Christ, and Striving Toward Excellence in All of Our Endeavors 
