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To Whom It May Concern:

In 2013, Ryan Anderson put together a rather impressive year in both the areas of community involvement and career achievements.   

First, Ryan ambitiously worked with a small group of individuals, myself included, to revitalize a defunct 90 year old organization (the Des Moines Junior Chamber) that was at risk of shutting its doors.  Thanks to Ryan’s substantially sized network, his energy and passion for the community – he was solely responsible for successfully recruiting new board members to fulfill the roles of Marketing, Membership, Community Inclusion, and Website Maintenance.  With the help of those individuals, and Ryan as the incoming President, the Des Moines Junior Chamber (a.k.a. “Jaycees”) ended the year with almost twice the number of members  - all while erasing almost all of the organization’s debt.  

As a part of the revitalization, Ryan once again utilized his expansive network to triumphantly bring back “Seniom Sed”, a block-party style community celebration concert series in the Court Avenue district (the original event dates back to 1889).  Entering into negotiations on behalf of the Des Moines Junior Chamber, Ryan played a major role in the reinstatement of the event and made personal sacrifices to ensure its success.
This year Ryan also became the Membership Committee Chair for the East & South Des Moines Chamber of Commerce; a natural fit for his skills as a well networked recruiter, super-connector, and highly organized professional. 
A major career achievement for Ryan, he earned his Ph. D (Educational Leadership and Policy Studies) from Iowa State University in the fall of 2013 – a critical accomplishment for his role as a Professor of Business at Grand View University.

I can confidently state that in 2013, under the leadership of Ryan Anderson, Des Moines is a better place.  Please consider my nomination of Dr. Ryan Anderson to this year’s class of The Business Record’s Forty Under 40.
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