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January 9, 2014 
 
2014 Business Record’s 15th Annual 40 Under 40 Awards 
100 4th Street, 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
 
Dear Awards Committee Members: 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to write this letter in support of Ms. Collin Barnes’ nomination to the 40 
Under 40 Awards for 2014. I have known Ms. Barnes since her undergraduate days (2001-2006) at 
Iowa State University. We stayed in touch during her employment with Dekker/Perich/Sabatini with 
headquarters in Albuquerque, New Mexico and now with RDG Planning & Design in Des Moines, 
IA where she is the Corporate Focus Market Leader as an Interior Designer.  Currently, she is 
serving on the Interior Design Advisory Council in our College of Design at ISU.  
 
Ms. Barnes was a stellar student and she continued to be an exceptional designer, one who serves not 
only her field but community as well.  She serves her profession selflessly: She is on the Board of 
Directors of IIDA as the VP of Student Affairs and as a Professional Member and she has been a 
National Member of the US Green Building Council since 2008 among her many services.  
 
Collin Barnes is a rising star who has been recognized with prestigious awards among which are 
Interior Design Excellence Award for Sustainable Environments and Distinction for Corporate 
Identity.  Her resume speaks to her high achievements and extraordinary services.  
 
Ms. Barnes was invited by the Interior Design Department to serve on its Advisory Council. This is 
an honor bestowed by the department to individuals who are accomplished and are outstanding 
leaders in their fields to advise the faculty and the students on the current design issues, which would 
impact the curriculum of the student designers. Interior Design faculty has been enjoying the 
invaluable input, astute observations and most welcomed recommendation from Collin Barnes. It is, 
especially, for this reason that I feel Collin Barnes, as young accomplished designer, is most worthy 
of the Award 40 Under 40. 
 
I recommend her highly! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Çigdem T. Akkurt 
Associate Professor, Interior Design 
Director of Graduate Education, ID 
Coordinator of ID Internship Program
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Business Record 
100 4th Street 
 Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
 

Re: Nomination of Collin Barnes for Forty Under 40 

Dear Forty Under 40 Committee, 

I write to you today to recommend Collin Barnes for the Business Record’s Forty Under 40 Class.  I have 
known Collin for over 5 years in various capacities.  Collin has been involved in many community groups, 
volunteer opportunities and served on several boards.  Collin is a thoughtful, experienced, and qualified 
leader who deserves formal recognition. 

As a member of United Stated Green Build Council (USGBC), Center on Sustainable Communities (COSC), 
and Young Professionals Connection (YPC) Collin has really made and impact on her community.  She 
works to extend the values of these organizations into her work as a Professional Interior Designer.  
Collin has participated in the design of four (4) LEED Platinum Certified projects – including the Wellmark 
Corporate Headquarters facility and the AIA Iowa office, both located in Downtown Des Moines.  

In addition to Collin’s previous mentioned community roles, she also serves as the current Vice 
President of Student Affairs for International Interior Design Association (IIDA), Great Plains Chapter 
Board of Directors.  As the VP of Student Affairs of this group, she has worked to launch a Student 
Advocacy Program for IIDA Student Members.  This chapter-wide program pairs students and industry 
professionals in a social setting to foster mentoring and leadership for members of all ages.  Students 
have the benefit of getting to know industry professionals; receiving advice on projects, resumes, and 
portfolios; refining their interview skills; and the convenience of having at least one familiar face when 
attending IIDA networking events.  The program aims to better prepare students for the rigor of the 
interior design profession while promoting leadership and involvement in the organization. 

Finally, Collin volunteers her time at Wildwood Hills Ranch, a non-profit organization in Madison County.  
Along with her family, she is very passionate about the mission of this organization.  The Ranch offers 
free summer camp and year round retreats to at-risk youth, working to foster leadership, encourage 
teamwork and build character. 

Collin has proven she is vested in her community, boards and volunteer commitments.  She has 
balanced her career, volunteerism and family responsibilities and made a lasting impression on me and 
many other individuals.  She is involved, dedicated, and making a difference to those around her.  
Collin’s outstanding qualities make her a worthy and deserving candidate for this year’s Business 
Records Forty Under 40 class. 

Respectfully, 

Christina Moffatt 

Owner of Crème Cupcake + Dessert 

Forty Under 40 Class of 2010 



Abbey Potthoff 
Designer 
Walker Coen Lorentzen Architects 
320 SW 7th Street, Apt. 202 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
 
January 9, 2014 
 
To Whom It May Concern; 
 
I am writing to recommend Collin Barnes for the Forty Under 40 Award. Collin was a coworker 
of mine during my internship at RDG Planning & Design. In addition, she has been my mentor 
throughout my entire college career and a great friend. 
 
Collin is talented, inspiring, and extremely competent in her profession, and has an excellent 
rapport with people of all ages. During my internship at RDG, Collin worked directly with me 
and patiently taught me the tools of the trade. Her knowledge and experience helped me 
immensely during my college career, and she has motivated me to become an exceptional 
Interior Designer like herself. 
 
In summary, I highly recommend Collin for the Forty Under 40 Award. Her leadership and 
mentoring would make her an ideal recipient. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Abbey Potthoff 
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January 9, 2014 
 
Selection Committee 
Business Record 2014 Class of 40 Under 40 
 
Dear Selection Committee Members: 
 
I am honored that I have been asked by Collin Barnes to write a letter of recommendation for her candidacy to 
2014’s  Class of 40 Under 40.  I have known and worked with Collin for a number of years.  Collin is a valued 
member of RDG Planning & Design and, as well, leads our Corporate Market, a market that has been 
instrumental in our growth and in the future of our firm.  Collin possesses incredible and diverse talents as an 
interior designer.  Collin is the consummate professional, commanding great respect from her clients and 
peers.  In spite of her achievements, Collin is a humble and very approachable person who loves to share her 
knowledge to help others.  Collin is truly a leader within RDG Planning & Design.   
 
There is much more to Collin than her professional achievements.  She gives back to her community in a 
number of ways, including her membership in civic organizations as well serving as a board member for Great 
Plains Chapter of IIDA and Iowa State University’s Interior Design Advisory Council. Collin and her family are 
passionately involved in volunteering for Wildwood Hills Ranch, an organization which provides a free summer 
camp program focusing on leadership, team work and character building for at-risk youth. 
  
Collin has also succeeded in balancing her professional and civic time demands with those of her personal life 
as a wife to her husband Josh and mother to a wonderful young son named Truman.   
 
RDG uses Strengthsfinders to identify strengths for our staff members.  Collin’s top 5 descriptors are 1) 
Responsibility ; 2) Relator; 3) Restorative; 4) Strategic; 5) Achiever.  These most definitely describe Collin 
Barnes in all aspects of her life.  RDG is truly blessed to have Collin as a teammate, contributing greatly to our 
firm’s success. 
 
In closing, it is with sincere conviction that I enthusiastically recommend Collin Barnes for admission to 
Business Record’s  2014 class of 40 Under 40.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me 
at 515-240-3067 or dsanders@rdgusa.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Davis G. Sanders, AIA, LEED® AP 
President 







NSD

2021 NW 158th Street C live, IA 50325 | 914.621.1066 and 515.978.4926 | www.nicholestaker.com

Nichole Staker Design, LLC

January 6, 2014

To whom it may concern:

I have known Collin Barns for four (4) years. I met Collin when we were working as 
freelance Visual assistants for The GAP. I had recently relocated to Iowa from New York 
where I worked as an Interior Designer and Stylist for 19 years; we instantly found a 
shared language and common ground through our mutual love of art and design. 

Ever since our first meeting I have been impressed with Collin. She has immense talent, 
is dedicated to her craft and possesses an impeccable aesthetic. But beyond her many 
gifts as a designer, I have found her to be- humble, intelligent, grounded, dependable, 
and conscientious. She leads by example with a strong character and equally strong 
work ethic. As a fellow professional, I have had the opportunity of working with many 
people over my career, and I can say without question, that Collin is a tremendous 
asset to any company or organization she is a part of.

It is with pleasure and complete assuredness that I give Collin my highest recommen-
dation. She is truly an incredible woman, mother & designer. 

I am happy to provide further information if required.

Sincerely,

Nichole Staker
Principle Designer, Owner
Nichole Staker Design, LLC
2021 NW 158th St.
Clive IA 50325
914.621.1066 :: 515.978.4926
nichole@nicholestaker.com



Street Address 1 
Street Address 2
City, State Zip Code www.address

Tel 000.000.0000
Fax  000.000.0000

R E S U M E :

State of Iowa Interior Designer License #00073

NCIDQ Certificate Holder #029039
United States Green Building Council (USGBC) LEED® ID+ C Accredited Professional, 2009
Center on Sustinable Communities, Member 2010-present
Young Professionals Connection of Greater Des Moines, Member 2009 - present
United States Green Building Council (USGBC) Member, 2008-present
International Interior Design Association (IIDA), Great Plains Chapter
 Associate Member, 2008-2013
 Des Moines City Center Committee Member, 2010 - 2012
 Professional Member, 2013
 Board of Directors, VP of Student Affairs 2013-2014

Ames Community School District - Miller Elementary School - Ames, Iowa
Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

Ames Labs - Spedding Hall Interior Renovation & FF&E - Ames, Iowa
Custom Interior Renderings, Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

American Institute of Architects - Central Iowa Office Remodel - Des Moines, Iowa
Construction Documents, Graphic Renderings, Custom Interior Graphics, Documentation for LEED®- CI Platinum Certification

Brenton Plaza - Des Moines, Iowa
Design Development, Construction Documents

Capitol Square - Interior Improvements - Des Moines, Iowa
Custom Interior Renderings, Finish Selection

Catchfire Media - Des Moines, Iowa
Programming, Interior Renderings, Schematic Design, Design Development, Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Specifications

Central College - Graham Hall Renovation - Pella, Iowa
Custom Renderings, Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

Central College - Roe Center - Educational Psychology Building  - Pella, Iowa
Furniture, Furnishings and Equipment Specifications, Construction Documents 
LEED® Platinum Certification 2009

Collins-Maxwell Community School District - Elementary Addition - Collins-Maxwell, Iowa
Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

Des Moines Community School District - Career Tech, Phase 2 & 3 - Des Moines, Iowa
Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Specifications

Des Moines Community School District - Pleasant Hill Elementary - Pleasant Hill, Iowa
Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

East Union Community School District - PK - 5 Facility - Afton, Iowa
Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

Fort Dodge Community School District - New Middle School - Fort Dodge, Iowa
Programming, Finish Selection, Interior Renderings, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

Humboldt Community School District Middle School  - Humboldt, Iowa
Finish Selection, Construction Documents and Specifications

Hunt Development*  - El Paso, Texas
Programing and Schematic Design

E X P E R I E N C E :

Iowa State University, Bachelor of Fine Arts-Interior Design, May 2006  C R E D E N T I A L S :

 
Collin R. Barnes, IIDA, LEED®AP ID+C



Street Address 1 
Street Address 2
City, State Zip Code www.address

Tel 000.000.0000
Fax  000.000.0000

New Mexico State Capitol*  - Santa Fe, New Mexico
Schematic Design, Graphic Renderings, Other Presentation Materials

Principal - New Data Center - Des Moines, Iowa
Finish Selections, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

Sandia Preparatory High School - Field House*  - Albuquerque, New Mexico
Finish Selections, Construction Documents

Trinity Christian Reformed Church  - Ames, Iowa
Schematic Design, Graphic Renderings, Other Presentation Materials, Finish Selections, Construction Documents Specifications

University of Iowa - Campus Recreation and Wellness Center  - Iowa City, Iowa
Furniture, Furnishings and Equipment, Finish Selections, Bidding Documents

University of Nebraska - Outdoor Adventures Center - Lincoln, Nebraska
Finish Selections, Construction Documents, Specifications

University of Nebraska - HPER Building Expansion - Omaha, Nebraska
Finish Selections, Construction Documents

University of Reno - Center for Molecular Medicine*  - Reno, Nevada
Finish Selection, Construction Documents, Graphic Renderings, Other Presentation Materials

US Bank - Board Room - Des Moines, Iowa
Programming, Schematic Design, Finish Selections

Weinhardt & Logan - Law Offices Interior Renovation & FF&E - Des Moines, Iowa
Finish Selection, Site Selection, Programming, Construction Documents, Specifications, FF&E, Bidding Documents, 
Construction Administration

Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield - New Corporate Headquarters - Des Moines, Iowa
Construction Documents, Interior Architecture, Graphic Renderings, Other Presentation Materials

Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield - Well for Life Center - Des Moines, Iowa
Finish Selections, Graphic Renderings, Construction Documents, Other Presentation Materials

West Des Moines CSD - Crossroads Park Elementary School - West Des Moines, Iowa
Finish Selection, Construction Documents and Specifications, Existing Furniture, Furnishings and Equipment  Inventory/Report, 
Graphic Renderings, Other Presentation Materials

West Des Moines CSD - Stilwell Junior High School Addition & Remodel, Ph 2 & 3 - West Des Moines, Iowa
Finish Selection, Construction Documents and Specifications

West Des Moines CSD - Valley High School Renovation & Addition, Ph 1 & 2 - West Des Moines, Iowa
Finish Selections, Programming, Construction Documents, Specifications, Construction Administration

Winona State University - Memorial Hall Addition and Renovation - Winona, Minnesota
Furniture, Furnishings and Equipment Specifications, Bidding Documents, Finishes Selections

* work completed prior to RDG

C O N T A C T :

Collin R. Barnes, IIDA, LEED® AP ID+C

RDG Planning & Design
301 Grand Ave, Des Moines, IA 50309
515-288-3141 (phone)
515-288-8631 (fax)
www.rdgusa.com (web)


