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14037 RIDGEMONT DRIVE,URBANDALE IA 50323
609 213 2799 • SOPHIASAHMAD@GMAIL.COM  • @SOPHIAAHMAD
Exceptional leadership, competency and performance in director-level marketing and public relations at a non-for-profit symphony orchestra and as co-founder of an annual music festival. Consummate professionalism in winning team and community support and positioning the organization for success in increased revenue and awareness. Pioneering, motivational and innovative visionary driven to exceed goals and facilitate artistic growth through strategic earned revenue tactics. Accomplished professional pianist, educator, public speaker, media personality and writer, whose solo and collaborative performances have been broadcast on Public Radio and whose written work has been syndicated in the Chicago Sun-Times and USA Today.
	Education

	
	1999-2004
Gordon College
Wenham, MA

· Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance

· Summa cum laude, Phi Alpha Chi

2004-2007
Eastman School of Music
Rochester, NY

· Master of Music in Piano Performance & Literature 
· Arts Leadership Certificate, Catherine Filene Shouse Arts Leadership Program
2014
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania / Coursera
Philadelphia, PA
· Marketing studies via coursera.org



	MARKETING & PR DIRECTOR / ARTS ADMINISTRATION & COMMUNICATION Experience


2004-2007
Eastman Student Piano Committee
Rochester, NY

	Committee Chair
· Appointed chair of the committee by the piano faculty and served as chief correspondent to the faculty and administration. Produced twenty-five page report on practice room facilities for the school’s administration, resulting in new Steinway instrument initiative at the Eastman School of Music (at least eight new instruments as of fall 2014) and newly-posted practice room guidelines in every practice studio.
2009-present
Awards and Honors
Des Moines, IA
· Greater Des Moines Leadership Institute Community Leadership Program class member (2014-2015)

· Best of the Register, March 2010 - Most Compelling Package; Best of the Register, Feb. 2010 - Best Beat Reporting; Best of the Register, Jan. 2010 - Best Breaking News; 
· Dec. 2009: In “The Use of Twitter by American’s Newspapers,” The Bivings Group ranked @SophiaAhmad as having the third highest Twitter IQ among reporters in the nation. 

· Sirius Awards for innovation and highest web traffic, The Des Moines Register, second quarter, 2009; Sirius Award, The Des Moines Register, third quarter, 2009. 

	

	APPLIED MUSIC Experience

	
	2007-present
Des Moines Symphony Academy
Des Moines, IA

Piano & Chamber Music Instructor
· Maintains a studio of 40 students (beginner through collegiate level) with four studio recitals each year. 
· Students have won and placed in statewide competitions.
2000-present
Recitals & Lecture Recitals


· Dozens of full length solo piano and chamber music recitals throughout the U.S. (2000-present)

· The music of Rolande Falcinelli (Rochester, NY; March 27, 2014)

· Schumann’s Romantic Forest (Des Moines, IA; with various dates in fall 2013 / Rochester, NY; November 22, 2013 ) 

· The music of Mozart (Des Moines IA; Nov 10, 2013)
· Schoenberg’s Sechs Kleine Klavierstücke, Op. 19: An Expressionist Composition (Rochester, NY; February 22, 2005)
· Amy Beach: Her Life and Compositional Output, Including Dreaming and La Captive (Rochester, NY; October 6, 2004)

· Bach’s English Suite in A minor, BWV 807 (Wenham, MA; spring 2003)

2000-present
Music Lectures & Presentations

· TALKmaninoff (Des Moines, IA; fall 2012)
· The Improvisatory Possibilities in Chopin’s Berceuse (Rochester, NY; spring 2006)

· U2 & Beethoven: Similarities in Technique and Artistry (Rochester, NY; spring 2006)
· Sofiya Gubaydulina: Her Life & Compositional Output (Rochester, NY; 28 April 2005)

· The Suggestive Narrative of Beethoven’s Op. 106 (Wenham, MA; 9 May 2004)

· Beethoven’s Early Piano Sonatas: An Homage to the Past and a Glimpse of the Future (Wenham, MA; March 23, 2004)

· Bach in the Romantic Era (Wenham, MA; January 30, 2003)

· Hummel’s Life and Work (Wenham, MA; May 14, 2004)

· The Choral Finale of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony: A Longing for Eden (Wenham, MA; April 2002)

· Leitmotif in Siegfried, A Romantic Opera (Wenham, MA; spring 2002)

· The Intricacies of Transcribing Piano Music (Wenham, MA; spring 2002)
· Nationalism in 20th Century Music (Wenham, MA; spring 2001)
1999-present
Awards, related experience 
    
· Awarded more than twenty-five scholarships and awards for musical merit and academic achievement, including the Presser Scholarship; Eastman School of Music awards include the Etta Miller Music Scholarship.
· Finalist, League of American Orchestra’s Orchestral Management Fellowship program 
· Selected for music entrepreneurship focus group with Mathematica Policy Research and with Kauffman Foundation vice-president, Judith Cone.
· Class Piano Teacher, Eastman School of Music; Piano Faculty, Lyric Academy of Music 
· Teaching Assistant, Music For All, an interactive student concert series, Eastman School of Music
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