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Dear Members: 
 
I sincerely hope that you are not tired of my multiple letters of support for so many great nominations 
for the Women of Influence award. We are fortunate to have such wonderful women within our 
community - that is what makes us so great. 
 
Beth Shelton makes our community greater. Her professional and community achievements are 
impressive and I am convinced we are going to hear more about her in the years to come. The 
majority of her career has been devoted to the not-for-profit sector where Beth has served others 
extremely well. 
 
Most recently, the American Heart Association and the Girl Scouts of Greater Iowa (her current 
employer) have been the beneficiaries of her outstanding leadership. She was named Chief 
Executive Officer of the Girl Scouts over two years ago. During her short tenure, this organization has 
delivered extraordinary results - revenues grew 21%, retail sales increased 40% and the famous 
cookie sales were up 22%, all in 2017. 
 
With all of these great metrics, the most important was the 59% increase in philanthropy dollars. This 
took some real effort but Beth knows no limits! 
 
While these achievements were transpiring, the employee engagement score at the Girl Scouts 
increased remarkably - from 19% to 89%. The organization was also named one of the Top 
Workplaces in Iowa. None of this happened without Beth’s conviction about changing the culture of 
the organization. She did it without letting anyone feel disenfranchised. 
 
On the community front, Beth has been recognized on multiple occasions. Let me highlight a few: 
 

 Simpson College Alumni Achievement Award -  2018 
 Forty under 40 -  2017 
 Des Moines Register 50 People to Watch in 2017 
 Director of the Year, American Heart Association - 2013 

 
I could enumerate many other pieces of recognition/achievement. Beth is exceptional with everything 
she does. She is bright, articulate and elevates the performance of everyone around her. 
 
I sincerely hope that you name her as one of your Women of Influence. She will do you proud. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Suku Radia 
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