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Nicole Schmidt
Dear committee members,
Nicole Schmidt has had unparalleled achievements in both professional and community service.  Her focus, organizational and interpersonal skills, and deep caring for people, as well as, high energy level makes these achievements possible. While she was still an undergraduate student at Iowa State University, she developed a trajectory that launched her for success and she has carried through consistently with a high level of professionalism and integrity, while exuding a fun, loving and friendly presence.

She recently served as the Turner Construction Company lead project engineer for the Altoona Data Center.  Such projects are highly demanding with regard to schedule, cost and quality, requiring considerable coordination of many demanding participants. Construction companies only appoint their very best engineers to such projects, given their visibility and importance. Not only was Turner enthusiastic to entrust her with such responsibility, but they were also willing to make arrangements that allowed her to teach a cost engineering course last academic year for the Iowa State University Construction Engineering Program.  This course is arguably the most challenging class in the curriculum outside of the capstone design classes. In her first experience as instructor of record, she revised the class so it fit better with the needs of the construction industry and taught it to the rave review of the students. Now I understand that Turner has asked her to be part of a team to open a permanent office in Des Moines.  The Construction Engineering Program at Iowa State University has a large number of alumni who are outstanding achievers, but professionally, Nicole is a standout among standouts.

Nicole has equally high achievements in her volunteer life, especially with regard to the Iowa State University Alumni Association.  Iowa State University Alumni Association members elected her to its Board of Directors from 2012 to 2019 and she served as Chair from 2017 to 2018. She led this large and diverse board to effectively advance the association’s goals in its many activities.  Additionally, she is active in design and construction professional and trade associations and has an active life in her community, including leadership in her church.

Although this achievement is gratifying to faculty members with whom she associated while at ISU, it is hardly surprising.  As she was studying for her bachelor’s degree, she was the lead peer mentor for the award winning Cornerstone Learning Community, the only one of its kind that required students work for an A-F grade in a credit bearing class. She led other junior and senior undergraduate student peer mentors who directly delivered education to freshmen and sophomores. She took summer internships in Chicago, Minneapolis and San Diego thus cementing her confidence and proving her initiative.

After signing on with Turner in Kansas City, she and her husband Bryan immediately embedded themselves in the Kansas City community and became our go to contacts for alumni events. During this time, she was a founding member of GOLD (Graduates Of the Last Decade), an alumni organization that encourages alumni loyalty shortly after graduation with social and professional events. Nicole and Bryan also commenced their community volunteer lives by joining a church and becoming involved in community and professional organizations. They both accepted out of town work assignments while becoming homeowners. Now with two daughters and another child on the way, Nicole continues these achievements while fully engaging her family and spiritual life and Cyclone Athletics as her Facebook newsfeed attests.   

Based on the forgoing, it is with great pleasure that I nominate Nicole for the Business Register’s Women of Influence award.
Sincerely
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