




	
  
	
  
June	
  2,	
  2014	
  
	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Selection	
  Committee,	
  
	
  
Please	
  accept	
  this	
  letter	
  as	
  my	
  full	
  endorsement	
  and	
  recommendation	
  for	
  Emily	
  
Abbas	
  to	
  be	
  considered	
  for	
  the	
  Des	
  Moines	
  Woman	
  of	
  Influence	
  Award	
  in	
  2014.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Emily,	
  a	
  two	
  time	
  graduate	
  of	
  Drake	
  University,	
  has	
  served	
  the	
  institution	
  tirelessly	
  
as	
  a	
  volunteer	
  and,	
  recently,	
  as	
  a	
  faculty	
  member	
  with	
  our	
  students.	
  As	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  
the	
  National	
  Alumni	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors,	
  Emily	
  has	
  led	
  our	
  newest	
  and	
  most	
  
aggressive	
  initiatives	
  with	
  our	
  student	
  alumni	
  programming	
  as	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Student	
  
Relations	
  committee.	
  Under	
  her	
  tenure,	
  this	
  committee	
  helped	
  to	
  establish	
  the	
  
Student	
  Alumni	
  Association	
  (SAA)	
  as	
  the	
  largest	
  student	
  organization	
  on	
  campus	
  
and	
  provided	
  countless	
  hours	
  of	
  support	
  to	
  ensure	
  their	
  success.	
  	
  During	
  her	
  time	
  as	
  
Chair	
  of	
  this	
  committee,	
  it	
  was	
  recognized	
  as	
  national	
  program	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  by	
  the	
  
Council	
  for	
  the	
  Advancement	
  and	
  Support	
  of	
  Education’s	
  Associated	
  Student	
  
Advancement	
  Programs.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  it	
  launched	
  a	
  new	
  campus	
  giving	
  program	
  that,	
  
in	
  2014,	
  gained	
  the	
  financial	
  participation	
  of	
  almost	
  20%	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  body	
  and	
  
raised	
  in	
  excess	
  of	
  $19,000	
  for	
  student	
  scholarships.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  recognition	
  and	
  acknowledgement	
  of	
  leadership,	
  this	
  past	
  spring,	
  Emily	
  was	
  
elected	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  the	
  youngest	
  President	
  on	
  record	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Alumni	
  Board	
  of	
  
Directors.	
  	
  This	
  advisory	
  board,	
  consisting	
  of	
  representative	
  members	
  of	
  Drake’s	
  
70,000	
  graduates,	
  provides	
  the	
  leadership	
  and	
  vision	
  for	
  the	
  implementation	
  of	
  
Drake’s	
  Alumni	
  Relations	
  Strategic	
  Plan	
  and	
  supports	
  the	
  efforts	
  of	
  the	
  entire	
  Drake	
  
community.	
  	
  
	
  
Emily	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  inspirational	
  leader	
  for	
  Drake	
  University,	
  both	
  locally	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
nationally.	
  	
  Her	
  commitment	
  is	
  recognized	
  and	
  respected	
  by	
  her	
  fellow	
  graduates	
  
and	
  she	
  is	
  dedicated	
  to	
  advancing	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  both	
  Drake	
  students	
  and	
  alumni.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  privileged	
  to	
  have	
  her	
  as	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  efforts	
  and	
  believe	
  that	
  she	
  embodies	
  
all	
  the	
  criteria	
  necessary	
  to	
  be	
  recognized	
  with	
  this	
  prestigious	
  award.	
  	
  Please	
  offer	
  
her	
  your	
  fullest	
  review	
  and	
  consideration.	
  	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  
	
  
Blake	
  Campbell	
  
Director,	
  Alumni	
  Relations	
  
Drake	
  University	
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