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EXPERIENCE

2011-Present—Co-Founder and Executive Director 

Ethnic Minorities of Burma Advocacy and Resource Center, Des Moines, IA
· Led efforts to mobilize and organize diverse ethnic communities from Burma to establish and develop Iowa’s first refugee led non-profit service provider.  
· Responsible for leading the organization’s strategic, operational, and capacity building efforts.  
· Secured one of nine nationwide federal grants for emerging ethnic non-profits and implementing new programs to increase self-sufficiency.
2010-2011—Executive Officer for Asian & Pacific Islander Affairs & Status of Women
2008-2010—Program and Policy Coordinator

Iowa Department of Human Rights, Des Moines, IA

· Directed state agencies which advocate for Asians and Pacific Islanders and Women and Girls.
· Developed and oversaw operations, programs, budget, public relations and policy
· Established a volunteer-run Refugee Legal Project in 2009 to improve access to legal services and assist refugees with adjustment of status applications, serving over 600 refugees to date. 
2006-2007—Acting Director of Alumni Relations
2005-2006—Assistant to Academic Dean’s Office
City University of New York School of Law, Flushing, NY

· Increased alumni engagement and cultivated relationships though the writing/editing/production of the CUNY Law magazine
· Managed and organized events, seminars, panels and fundraisers.  
· Expanded direct programs, alumni appeals and network services
2005-2006—Legal Representative
Immigrant Initiatives at Main Street Legal Services, Flushing, NY



· Researched, analyzed and interpreted relevant case law and codes for immigration applications and client representation.  
· Cultivated partnerships with underserved community organizations and provided counseling
2004-2005—Student Attorney
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Clinic, Flushing, NY 
· Represented client in removal proceedings in Immigration Court.  
· Organized and managed naturalization clinics assisting over 200 immigrants at each clinic. 
· Conducted outreach and provided community counseling regarding immigration matters.  
EDUCATION

Juris Doctor—City University of New York School of Law, Flushing, NY 

Honors:
Wan Ng Koo Fellowship, Public Interest Law Association Fellowship, Shanara Gilbert Human Rights Fellowship
Activities:  
President—Public Interest Law Association(Increased fundraising by 200%); Officer—Asian Pacific American Law Student Association
B.A.,Psychology and Women’s Studies—City University of New York at Hunter College, New York, NY
Honors: 
Graduated Cum Laude, Dean’s List 
Member in Good Standing—Iowa State Bar, September 21st 2006.

AWARDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· Governor’s Volunteer Award








2014
· Co-Leader of Polk County Refugee Strategic Planning Initiative
 


2014
· Developed refugee legal guide being translated into four languages to be shared nationally
2014
· Presenter at University of Iowa’s Refugee in the Heartland Conference


2013
· Appointed to the Grievance Commission of the Supreme Court of Iowa 


2013

· Spoke on Rob Dillard’s “Being Southeast Asian” series on Iowa Public Radio about refugees from Burma 











2012

· Developed model health access guide for immigrants and refugees translated into seven languages and shared nationally. 









2010
· Iowa State University’s Asian Association, Advocacy Award




2009
· Partnered with the Federal Civil Rights Office to create a model ELL school policy

2008
· Coalition for Asian Pacific American Community Development, Next Generation Leadership Scholarship










2008
