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“Women of Influence” Selection Commilies:

It is with whole-hearted enthusiasm tat 1 sopport the nomination ol Georgia Van Gundy as a
“Soman of Influence”, Goorgia is both a fricnd and a colleagee, and in every mespect, hoth
perscnally and professionally, she s o remarkahle peeson,

In Grecrgin's rode s Director of Govermment Relatioms Tor Principal Pioandcial Gromg, our patls
cross often, Whether i0s at the Capitol as she soorks o sapport business-feiendly policies or in
the community as she continues her work to make the metro g botier plice toolive and work,
frer dedication to improving lowa's eeonomy |5 unwavering. She is a teeless gdvocate not jusi
Faar her companny bt foe the cemtral lowa Dusiness comomunity as a whale,

Hor leadership on issues of public policy Bas been consistent, tioely and inflaential, When the
lovwa Econeamic Developmaent Authority (IEDA} proposed a major Employvee Stock Ownership
Flan (ESCP) initlative a couple vears ago, it was Georgla's guiet work behingd the scenes with
Logislators that helped theom traly vnderstand the benelits of ESOPS and Bow they conald make a
differenece in communitics by supporting cmployee owoiers hip.

Earlicr thas year, shee apadn played an oportan male in Che passage ol i mew SCienee,
Fevhnalosy, Engincering and Math (5 TEAM) student internship progcam at IEDAC Much as with
EAOP she was imstramental in helping public policy makers undersiand how best to help lowa
advanee our 5TEM workloree

Meare Droacdly, Ber invoelvement with the Greater Dhes Mokmes Partmership bas made a divect and
substantial mpact on eccomnomic development in lowa through her efTores to help Formuobale and
clearly articulate what priorimies should be supporied by leaders in government, education i
the business communily.

Coeorgias influence both in industey and inothe commuonity is elien bebind the scenes and is
miist often noticed through ber cffocts to cdocate others and Poster collisboration, bon it is
nonethieless substantial, She s aniversally sespected Por her el Tectiveness and her
prolessionaliso. lovwa is better oll because shie comes 10 work every day, Shoe is troly deseryving
of recognition as o “womman ol indheenee”

Sincerely,
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I"rme weritingg This letter on behall of Georgia Van Gundy, Diccctar, Goverament Relateons, Principal
Financial Growp. I'm fartunate to know Georgia on two very important fronts. As an employee of
Principal Financial Group, her expertise, professionalism and passion for our company’s kegislative goats
is impressive, She works tire'essly on behalf of Principal, creating and maintaining meaningful
relatiomships with aur legislaters and their staff, to advocate for legislation important (o Gur Company,
bt maore importantby ta our shareholders, clients, adeisors.

Georgia is also very involved in our community. | work with her currently on the Board ot Directors as
well as, the Executive Committee of United Way of Central lowa, where she is the Chair of the Policy
Cammitles, pulting her expertise of the legislative system to gocd wark in helping Uinited Way advocale
for inititives That are beneficial to the agencies and chients they serve,

Georgia does all of this while raising two young children along with ber husband and manages to lind
the right balance 1o succeed in all her endeavors. Georgia is ot only @ woman of influgnce, she is a
ctiom and a woman of integrity

Crame! | Hougfon
President - frement, Insurance
and Financizl Services

Principal Financlal Grougp

Des Migines, 16 50392
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1 wenie e sugapeont el Crooepn Yan Cndy's Whormen ol Tulluenee noonnaton.

Crvotpn cutresly seeves w Divsoe of Gaverinnent Bebinons for e Praeipal Finaoeial
Crroup She previvusly seeved g the Stae Policy Advisos frr ihe Towa Fams Tuasei Faderikn
nnd s the Legisbaee Tasisan Tor ihe T Ureparromear of Eooormie Devclopuaent.,

I nalebninn ges her very successnl coreer, Lisorpa 15 alsoe 8 siwedg coiimaiine leader w Cenrel
lowan mmad acries e state, She recenily zeeved oo the Cireacer Des Moines Paenerdiip's Hesrnld
aviel ehwipesd chie Paseerslp’s Geovenment Polioy Cininol. She las also served on il nied
Wi al Centeal Toss Boupd and Faceonve Comeigies, Lnired Woay of Cenmal Lowa Policy
Crouirees, Uaioed Wiy Wiotnen's Leuberslup Comectn, Fedeespwn of Lo Insurers
Faveurive Committee, foan Taxpayers Associrion Property Tas Cosnmittee, mind Towa
Agavcziiion of Basiness pred Tnalisoy Deguloiive Comamneiee.

Faor e il many wiher vosacns, 1 am plosscd o suppoe Goanpa's Woman of Telluence
ot sk, Thank you in advance for poar conssdernnon,

mincerly,

&
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Lear Mary,

It Is my pleasure to write this letter of support for Geargia Van Gundy's nomination for the Business
Racard Women of Influence Award.

Georgia currently serves as chair of United Way's Advocacy Commitiee and on the Executive
Committes of the United Way Board of Directors, In these roles, she mobilizes the influence of
commynity members be advocate Tor United Way's public policy agenda with the lowa General
Assembly and other elected officials.

In the past iwo legislative sessions, her efforts encouraged the passaga of wwar £27 million in
initiatives 1o improve The education, financial stahility and health of lowans, including skilled
workforce legistation, an emergency food system appropriation and anincréase in the earmed
income tax credit for lowerincome warkers, and refarms in the state’s early childhood care and
aducation policy.

Georgia also is a membar of United Way Women's Leadership Connection, serving on the Advocacy
Committee, She |5 one of aur community's strongest advecates For improving the quality of early
lizarning and care for at-risk children in our lowest-income neighborhoods.

In addition ta her stellar semvice on behalf of United Way, Georzia has served as a policy leader for
the lgwa Federation of Insurers, the lowa Tasgayers Association, the lowa Association of Business
and Industry and the Graater Des Moines Parinership,

It words of a Uinited Way stalf member, "Georgia has greal enthusiasm and passion Tor ber
wiork, And, she brings that same passion and energy to her voluntesr wark at United Way. Georgia
steps up with her ideas and has greaf follow through . . . know she §s busy with her corporate
lobbwing work, but she always finds the time (o support United Way's efforts, too.”

Gegrgia van Gundy is one of pur communiby's maest skilled and influential advocates far issues that
alfect thie lhves of Iowa®s children and lamilies Thanks to ber ellorls, lows enacls public poelicy Lhat
tmpeoyves ouf guality of life and makes our state such a great place to live, learn and grow. | strongly
endorse Georgia as a most worthy recigient of the Waomen of Influence Award for 2014,

Sinceraly,

I'\’r':fl-' L Lf g rl"{.f' f~

fany E.liellr-_'t.r.
President

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
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