To:  The Business Record
Re: Nomination of Ellen K. Nelson as Business Record Business Owner of the Year

It has been my pleasure to work on many fundraising projects over my career.  However, two very successful ones were especially wonderful and rewarding experiences for me—The Campaign for Drake several years ago and recently the Jester Park Nature Center, both of which hired Ellen Nelson’s company, Funding Resources, Inc., to do a feasibility study and manage the important campaign efforts.
Ellen is experienced with over 30 years working with non-profits to successfully tell their story, train and motivate volunteers to do the very difficult work of asking for money.  It is not anyone’s favorite thing to do-- but with training, roleplaying, mentoring of volunteers and celebrating successes plus the in-depth research provided by this company, it is a fulfilling learning experience which leads to a successful campaign, wonderful new personal and business contacts and excellent organizational and sales training to be used in the future in one’s career or as a volunteer on non-profit boards.    
Ellen has made and maintained contacts in this metro area which help her identify potentially interested donors, develop strategies, train and mentor “up and comers” as well as established business leaders on the fine art of fundraising.
Ellen is a true leader able to bring together a diverse group of volunteers, strategize a plan of action, train and motivate for results.  She celebrates the volunteer’s fundraising success with kudos at reporting sessions, cards of congratulations and even bouquets of flowers.  Her excellent recognition of volunteer efforts keeps the positive momentum going. I can truthfully say, she puts the FUN in fundraising!
Most recently, she helped volunteers successfully complete the $2 million plus campaign for the planned Jester Park Nature Center during her personal medical challenge without missing a beat.  That’s the sign of a truly dedicated business owner and a very strong person.
A thriving community like Greater Des Moines counts various components in its success.  Ellen and her company, Funding Solutions, Inc., certainly should be included as an important contributor to quality of life with all the campaigns she has quietly and skillfully guided to benefit the work of essential non-profits in health, education, social services, legal aid, housing and the arts.
I wholeheartedly, support this nomination of Funding Solutions and Ellen K. Nelson, its President and Owner for the coveted Business Record Business Owner for 2017 recognition.
Respectfully submitted,

Joyce A Chapman, Community Volunteer







  


 
