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To Whom it May Concern:

I am very pleased to support Teresa Adams-Tomka’s nomination as the 2018 Woman Business Owner of the Year.  More than a business-owner, Teresa embodies the spirit of community in a way that sets her apart from the rest and makes her a model for future entrepreneurs.

In 2015 I became the Executive Director of Above + Beyond Cancer, a cancer survivorship organization based in Des Moines, Iowa.  Teresa has sat on the board of Above + Beyond Cancer since it was founded in 2011 and has been a friend and mentor to me since the day I started.  She has done everything from help me identify sponsors and donors, to help me plan events and overseas journeys.  Teresa has been an integral part of Above + Beyond Cancer and, frankly, we would not be in the strong position we are in today without her guidance and support from the beginning.

Today Teresa has become a close, personal friend, as well as a constant source of inspiration and joy.  Her smile is always on and contagious, and it is difficult to find anyone in the community who hasn’t been helped by her or taught by her in some capacity.  When the Des Moines Social Club opened its Culinary Loft, Teresa was there and her store Kitchen Collage was a sponsor and partner.  When Friends of Des Moines Parks holds its annual fundraiser, Teresa is there planning the event, soliciting donors and ensuring the event is a success.  When Above + Beyond Cancer holds its weekly Cancer Education series at the Mercy Health and Fitness Center in Clive, Teresa is there every single week making free fresh fruit smoothies and leading fellowship at the end of the class.  The energy it takes to balance a large family, a business, and this level of community activity is beyond comprehension for most, but Teresa has somehow always made it look easy, and is always there to lend a hand when needed.

Our community is blessed with many business leaders who help mentor, strategize, participate or donate to causes that move the community forward, but there are only a small handful who do it all.  Teresa does it all, which has helped her business and cemented her legacy as a community leader.  

I greatly appreciate your consideration of Teresa Adams-Tomka for the 2018 Woman Business Owner of the Year award and can be reached at brad@aboveandbeyondcancer.org or 515-953-9414 with any further questions.

Sincerely,

Brad Anderson
Executive Director of Above + Beyond Cancer
