From the Desk of Dr. Bob Stouffer, Superintendent, Des Moines Christian School

July 9, 2013
To the “Sages Over 70” Selection Committee:


I am very pleased to nominate Don Brush, 74, as a member of the “Sages Over 70” group.               I have known Don well enough for the past 21 years to recommend him unconditionally to you for this prestigious honor.  Please give him your utmost consideration.

Don and his wife Kathryn have lived in Urbandale since April of 1964.  Don is a Certified Public Accountant by profession.   He secured his Bachelor’s degree in Accounting/Finance from           St. Ambrose University in Davenport and an Executive MBA degree from the University of Iowa.  He retired from Wells Fargo and Company in 2002, where he served as Vice-President and Manager with the National Specialty Asset Management Group of Wells Fargo Private Client Services.  Besides his twenty-eight year association with the Wells Fargo organization, Don also served for several years in the capacity as Financial Officer and Controller of Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company in Grinnell, the Vice-President and Auditor of West Bank in West Des Moines, and KPMG (formerly Peat, Marwick, Mitchell, and Company) in Des Moines.  

In addition to his “day job,” Don provided over thirty years of public service to the City of Urbandale as a City Council Member and then as Mayor.  Kathryn and Don have been long-time members of St. Pius X Catholic Church in Urbandale, with the two of them having recently served as a Co-Chairs of the Capital Campaign for the renovation of their church.  Don has also been involved in various other local civic and service organizations – organizer and charter member of the Urbandale Jaycees (in 1964), the Board of the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), the Executive Board and Chair of the Metro Waste Authority (MWA), and the Board of the Urbandale Chamber of Commerce.   Don is currently serving as President of the Urbandale Library Foundation Board, and he is an Urbandale Development Association Board Member, in addition to serving as Treasurer and Chair of the Audit Committee for the City of Urbandale.

Also, Don has been active in various professional organizations, having previously served as President of the Iowa Chapter of the Financial Executives International (FEI), President of the Iowa Society of Certified Public Accountants (ISCPA), and Chair of the National Industry Committee of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA).  He has recently been or is currently involved and served on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of various civic, charitable, and service organizations – including the Mercy Medical Foundation, Living History Farms, Visiting Nurse Services (VNS) of Iowa, and the Finance Council and Chair of the Audit Committee for the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines.  

Obviously, Don Brush has the experiences, credentials, and wisdom to be selected as a “Sage Over 70”!  He has invested a great deal in his relationship with me, and my leadership and life are all the better for his mentoring and friendship.  If you have questions about Don’s qualifications for this award, do not hesitate to contact me at 515.480.2430 or 515.252.2481.  Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dr. Bob Stouffer, Superintendent

Des Moines Christian School
