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June 21, 2016
Dear Members of the Sages Over 70 Selection Committee:
It is my privilege to write this letter of support on behalf of Ellery Duke, Ph.D. who is being nominated for the Business Record's 2016 Sages Over 70 award.
Synonyms for the word sage include profoundly wise, thinker, scholar, intellectual, savant.  All of those words describe Ellery Duke and his decades of work in our community.

Ellery has been the Executive Director of the Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center for almost 40 years, growing the organization from one full time counselor to the current Center which employs over 24 masters or doctorate-prepared counselors and serves more than 1,600 adults and 700 children and families annually – providing hope and healing to people of all ages and in all stages of their lives.

In addition to expanded mental health and counseling services, Ellery’s vision for the Center resulted in formal, successful programs in clinical education and training, including a residency program in psychotherapy;  the creation of the Institute for the Practice of Ministry, a resource to all faith communities; and the creation of Prairie Fire and Holistic Nursing Services to address renewal and integration of mind, body and spirit. 

I have known Ellery for more than twenty years – first serving on the Board of Directors for the Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center and later consulting with the Center to grow their fund development efforts.  Over the years my respect and admiration for Ellery has continued to grow and here are some of the reasons why:

· Ellery is quietly thoughtful – truly a “thinker.”  He guides, directs and shapes those around him utilizing a calm, reassuring, soft-spoken manner.  He listens before he acts.  He considers all sides to an issue before speaking.  He is slow to judgment and quick to praise. His responses include wisdom from his years of experience and he serves as a mentor to many of the younger counselors and other staff employed by the Center.
· Ellery is a bold leader disguised by a discreet, understated demeanor.  The growth of the Center under Ellery’s leadership has been phenomenal, yet Ellery consistently gives the credit to others or downplays his role as the Center’s Executive Director.  He rarely, if ever, mentions himself in the equation that resulted in such remarkable success.  Ellery is not a “Type A” personality – but he accomplishes as much, or more, than the leaders who reflect the competitive and overly ambitious traits associated with a Type-A personality.
· Ellery is a man of integrity.  He is honest and decent.  He consistently demonstrates the highest morals and ethics, both on the job and in his personal life. He is good through and through.  

Ellery exemplifies success in his field of counseling – but he also demonstrates success in his home, within his church and among the biking community.  Ellery biked across America to raise funds for persons in need of counseling who could not afford it.  Ellery is a devoted wife to Marsha and loving father and grandfather.  Des Moines is a better place because of Ellery’s leadership, commitment, generosity, integrity, hard work  – and wisdom!
I can think of few persons more deserving of this recognition than Ellery Duke, especially as he prepares to retire this December from his position as Executive Director of the Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center.  He is an exceptional person who has made a lasting, positive impact on our community.  He is definitely a sage – and he happens to be over 70!
Sincerely,

Connie Isaacson
President, Isaacson Consulting

