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Itis my pleasure 1o safve as one of the nominalors for Mariann Clark for Sages Ower 70

Anyone who knows Mariann knows she has ouched thousands of lives in our community as a nurse, as a
physician recruiter In our hospitals end as a community volumteer, While she may be small In sialure, she has
been a giant for lowa Methodist and Blank Children's Hospitals and the Des Maines Community

Mariann began her carser with us as a graduate from the lowa Methodist School of Mursing in 1950 Dunng he
amazing nuyrsing career she worked in the Emergency Department, Blank Children's Hospital, and helped open

lowa's first open heart surgery program. Her focus was always on providing the best pogsibie care and advancng
programs that would improve the health of the community.

After her career as a nurse, she continued her dedication and leadership to recruit the best qualfied physicians to
Des Moines. Mariznn understond that in crder for the Des Mairas metre cammunity to grow snd prosper, the best
physicians werne kay 1o the bigger goal. She would settle for nothing less than the best and sha knew | wazn'|
enough jusi to fill the posigion, but to make sure the physicians and their families became well rounded mambers

of aur community She developed a mentoring program to help ensura their professional suceess and integration
within our community.

Manann has also been a wonderful ambassador with the retired physicians in our community. She has planned
more gel-togethers and holiday parbies then any of us could count in arder to keep the physicians engaged and
connected with the community. In addition to all that she has done for the medical community she has also bean
actively involved in numerous charitable crganizations both as a volunteer and philanthropst Mariann, slong with
her husband Bob, have been instrumental in helping other organizations to fulfill their missons — all with 3 focus
an improving the community that she loves so much.

Only in recent manths at the age of &7 has Manann startad to anjoy 2 semi-retirement which is well deserved 1t
wasn't uncommon for Mariann o be the first persan in the office and the iast one to leave We have been so
fortunate to have Mariznn as part of our team and our commundy for over 55 years One of aur physicians said it
besl “She mighl be small but she is mighty.” Mighty In every way that she has Iived her lifs!

Ma:f&nr] Clark has my highest recommendation for the 2016 Sages Over 70 Award. Her vision, leadership
dedication and spunk &re inspinng. Her accomplishments have been Wansformative for our onganization and have
made our community a better place (o live. Mariann truly embodies all that Sages Over 70 Award represers
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