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On July 1, 1969, Donald Adams was appointed Vice President for Student Life at Drake University.  In 1985 the title Vice President for Enrollment Management was added, and in January 1995, Dr. Adams assumed the position of Executive Assistant to the President, Secretary to the University and Legislative liaison. In 2002, Dr. Adams was appointed Executive Assistant to the President for Community and Alumni Affairs and Director of Governmental Affairs.  He now serves as Special Counsel in Institutional Advancement. Effective June 1, 2005, Dr. Adams has accepted a two-year appointment as University Fellow to assist with the 125th Anniversary of the University.  Prior to coming to Drake University, Dr. Adams served for ten years at Michigan State University where he was a member of the Vice President for Student Affairs staff as Director of Residence Hall Programs.

Dr. Adams did his undergraduate work at the University of Northern Iowa and received his masters and doctoral degrees from Michigan State University.  He has served as Regional Vice President and President of the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators.  Dr. Adams has also received the outstanding alumnus award from the University of Northern Iowa, the Fred Turner Award for outstanding service to NASPA and was selected for the Scott Goodnight Award from NASPA as the outstanding student affairs administrator in the United States.  In addition, he has served as a consultant-evaluator for the North Central Association from 1971-1995.  He has also been a consultant for colleges and universities and continues as an active member of the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators.  
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West Des Moines, IA 50265



Drake University

Phone:  (515) 225-1965
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Educational Background

Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan


Ed.D., Higher Education Administration, 1965


Major Advisor:  Dr. Walter Johnson


Dissertation Title:  College Student Subcultures at Michigan State University


Academic Minors:  Social Psychology and Sociology

M.A., Guidance and Counseling, 1961


Major Advisor:  Dr. Buford Stefflre


Academic Minors:  Psychology and Sociology

University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa


B.A.,   Business Education 1957

Liscomb High School, Liscomb, Iowa


Graduated, 1953


As an undergraduate student at the University of Northern Iowa, I participated in many student activities and won several elections to major student leadership positions.  During my senior year, I was asked by the Dean of Students to become the director of the freshman men's residence hall.  This selection was a major vote of confidence and led to a lifetime interest in the study of student subcultures, attitudes and values, and the importance of the learning environment both in and outside the classroom.


The Doctorate of Education degree at Michigan State University was culminated by a major research study titled, "College Student Subcultures at Michigan State University" using the Clark-Trow Typology of College Students.

Work Experience

Drake University, July 2003 – Present


Special Counsel in Institutional Advancement


Drake University, January, 1995-2003


Executive Assistant to the President and Secretary to the University
Drake University, 1969-1985


Vice President for Student Life

Drake University, 1985-1995


Vice President for Enrollment Management and Student Life


In 1995, Drake University finished a fund-raising campaign for 131 million dollars that had an original goal of 115 million dollars.  President Ferrari asked me to become the Executive Assistant to the President as the University prepared for a 190 million dollar campaign.  I served this position as well as Secretary of the University until July 2003.  President Maxwell asked that I serve as Counsel for Institutional Advancement, and on June 1, 2005 I accepted an interim assignment as 125th Year Fellow and Counsel for Institutional Advancement for two years, until June 1, 2007.  On that date I plan to retire from Drake University.

On September 1, 1985 the position of Vice President, Student Life was expanded to include Enrollment Management.  Responsibilities for the office of Admissions that coordinates the recruiting and admitting of undergraduate students, plus work in close cooperation with the College of Law and the School of Graduate Studies for recruiting graduate students were added.  The Vice President directed a wide variety of other student affairs functions:  a centralized Career Planning and Placement office;  Student Financial Planning, including all university scholarships, loans and work programs; the Student Development functions of orientation, counseling, reading and learning skills, tutoring, testing, health center and discipline advising;  Student Life, including residence halls, Greek letter groups and off-campus students, intramural and club sports, and student activities.


In 1986 the Center for International Programs and Services was created.  Working with the president of the university, individual programs that had been assigned to other areas of the university were brought together under the Vice President for Enrollment Management and Student Life.  These areas included study abroad, English as a second language, immigration and advising international students and organizations.  In 1989 all staff responsible for these areas of responsibilities were housed in one facility that is a campus landmark since at one time this facility housed the university president.


The Vice President, Enrollment Management and Student Life reports to the President, serving as a member of the management team with the other three vice presidents.  Together, with the athletic director, we are responsible for the daily decisions, planning and budgeting responsibilities of the university.


In 1971-72, the four vice presidents reported directly to the Chairman of the Board of Governors and Board of Trustees while a new president was being selected.  The Vice President attends all Board of Governors and Board of Trustees meetings and initiates and plans Student Life Committee meetings of the Board of Governors/Board of Trustees, which are popular events for both trustees and students.

Michigan State University, 1959-1969


Director of Residence Hall Program, 1963-69


During my years in these positions, I served as the representative of the Vice President for Student Affairs in the development of living-learning residence halls and the residential college concept.  Other participants in this innovative venture were outstanding faculty members and deans of colleges.  The director also supervised a staff of over 500 persons and provided direction for over 20,000 students living in residence halls.

Director of the Men's Residence Hall Programs, 1962-63

Head Resident Advisor-South Case Hall, First Living and Learning Center at Michigan 

State, 1961-62

Head Resident Advisor-Rather Hall, 1959-61

Washington Junior High School, Clinton, Iowa


Teacher for special disadvantaged group, 1958-59

University of Northern Iowa


Director of Freshman Men's Residence Hall, 1957-58

Teaching Experience
Faculty member for many summer institutes and workshops

Drake University, College of Education - 1969-Present

In 1969 I was appointed Associate Professor of Education.  I was promoted to Full Professor and gained tenure through the Faculty Evaluation and Promotion System.

Advise candidates for Ed.D. and Master's degree


Teach Student Personnel in Higher Education, a survey course 


Supervise independent study students

Michigan State University - 1963-69


College of Education

Student Development Seminar, team taught with Dr. Harold Grant, Dr. Max Raines 
and Dr. Marie Prahl, 1968-69


Taught survey courses in Student Personnel Administration, University Student 

Residences, 1960-63


Supervisor, Independent Study and Practicum Students, 1960-69

Washington Junior High School, Clinton, Iowa


Teacher of disadvantaged students, 1958-59

Major Campus Committees and Advisory Groups

Drake University


Board of Trustees participant, 1969-2005

Board of Trustees participant, Student Life committee, created in 1971


Senior Administrative Council and similar groups – 1969-present


University Senate, 1969-1985

Council of Deans, 1969-1979

Higher Education Consortium-Executive Board-Drake University, Grand View 

College, and Des Moines Area Community College, 1971-2003

Vice President, Academic Administration Search Committee, 1980


Vice President, Institutional Development Search Committee, 1980


Director of Admission Search Committee, (Chair) 1984-85


Strategic Planning committee member, 1984


President of the University Search Committee, 1984-85,  1998-1999

Director of Athletic Search Committee (Chair), 1990

Michigan State University


Faculty Committee for Student Affairs, 1965-69


Advisory Committee for Campus Ministry, 1965-69


Residential College Development, 1965-69


Undergraduate Education Committee, 1968


Academic Freedom for Students Committee, 1965

Summary

At Drake University and Michigan State I have served on countless committees and ad-hoc groups.  I have also worked with deans, faculty and staff to initiate ideas and resolve problems.

Professional Memberships

One of the highest professional honors I have received came from my colleagues.  I was elected president of the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators, the major professional organization for chief student personnel administrators.  Many other appointments have allowed me to serve the membership of NASPA.  At a crucial point in its history (1971), I was asked to chair the governance committee for the future of the organization, and by 1973 our task was completed.  During my year as president, I worked closely with the president of the American Council of Education to establish a NASPA office at the ACE headquarters in Washington.  I also met with other major professional organizations representing the Chief Business Officer (NACUBO), Chief Development Officer (CASE) and the Chief Academic Affairs Officer (ACE), to coordinate an umbrella constituency with the American Council of Education.


In 1984, NASPA honored me as the recipient of the Fred Turner Award for Outstanding Service to the Profession.  This award was announced at the 1984 conference in Louisville, Kentucky.


In 1992, I was awarded the Scott Goodnight Award for the outstanding student affairs administrator in the nation.


I have also received a Pillar of the Profession Award from NASPA.
National Association of Student Personnel Administrators, 1963-present


Policy Issues in Student Affairs Task Force, 1984-85


Associate Editor of the NASPA Journal, 1981-83


NASPA Fred Turner Award for Services to the Profession, March 1984


Past President, 1978-79


President, 1977-78


President-Elect, 1977


Region Vice-President, 1974-77


Chairman of Governance Committee, 1971-73


National Committee to create NASPA Foundation for Research and Development, 1973


Commission on Professional Development and Standards, 1969-70


Speaker, moderator and panel member at many conferences

American College Personnel Association, 1959-75


Commission III Vice Chairman, 1968-70


Program Chairman, Commission III, 1968-70


Speaker, moderator and panel member at many conferences

Association of College and University Housing Officers, 1963-69


Recorder, 1964


Program Chairman, 1968


Board Member, 1966-68


Speaker, moderator and panel member at many conferences.

Iowa Student Personnel Association


Received first Distinguished Services Award, 1982


Received first Distinguished Professional Award, 1989


Presenter:  Shaping Student Affairs Future, 1990

Omicron Delta Kappa, Drake University, Spring, 1971

Gamma Gamma, Drake University, Fall 1970

North Central Association of Colleges and Schools

One of the highlights of my professional life has been the active participation as a consultant/evaluator for the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.  Serving with faculty and administrative colleagues in this capacity has been very enriching.

Consultant Evaluator, 1972-1996;  teams on which I have served are listed below.


Northwestern University, 1995


Ohio College of Podiatric Medicine, 1992 (Chair)



Quincy College, 1991 (Chair)


William Scholl College of Podiatry Medicine, 1990


Valparaiso University, 1988


University of Charleston, 1987


DePaul University, 1987


Roosevelt University, 1986


Northwestern University, 1985


Evansville University, 1984


Principia College, 1984 (Chair)


Marquette University, 1983


Ohio University, 1983


St. Louis University, 1982


Drury College 1981


Hiram College, 1981


Ferris State University, 1978 (Chair)


Wichita State University, 1977


Eastern Michigan University, 1976


The Merrill Palmer Institute, 1975 (Chair)


Western New Mexico University, 1975


Northern Michigan University, 1973


College of St. Thomas, 1972

Commissioner-at-Large, 1984-88

American Council on Education

I was one of nine consultants selected for three teams to talk with presidents, vice presidents for business and finance and vice presidents for student affairs about financial aid.  We visited 13 sites around the United States.  This was a grant funded by the U.S. Office of Education and Dr. Bob Atwell, President of the American Council on Education, was a member of my team.  I have served on the Campus Trends Task Force under the leadership of Dr. Elaine El-Khawas, Vice President for Policy Analysis and Research.   Each year this group is responsible for the national research publication Campus Trends and reviews the research instrument before it is sent to academic vice presidents from a selected sample of colleges and universities in the United States.  The Campus Trends publication is the leading authority on the direction of American higher education.

Fulbright

During spring semester 1991 I was selected by the American Fulbright Commission, the German Fulbright Commission and the German government to serve with a group of twenty-two Fulbright Scholars in Germany.  Our task was to participate with higher education institutions in Germany as they worked to unify the German higher education system.  The Fulbright Commission in Germany, which directed this experience was under the leadership of Dr. Ulrich Littmann.  

Consultant and Speaker

I have served as a consultant and speaker for approximately sixty colleges and universities.

Publications

Adams, Donald V., "Living and Learning Centers."  New Dimensions in Student 
Personnel Administration, Chapter Eleven, edited by Orley R. Herron, Jr., 
International Textbook Co.,  1970.

Adams, Donald V., "Living and Learning Centers at Michigan State University."  
ORIENT,  Michigan State University, 1968.

Adams, Donald V., "College Student Subcultures at Michigan State University."  
Unpublished doctoral dissertation, Michigan State University, 1965.


Dissertation abstracts and microfilm.

National Association of Student Personnel administrators (NASPA)  Journal, Associate 
Editor, 1981-84.

Community Service

Levitt Community Service Award, Drake University, 2004

Greater Des Moines Leadership Institute Community Service Award, 2003

State of Iowa Women's Reformatory Advisory Committee, 1983-85

Des Moines Chamber of Commerce Leadership Institute, 1983 (one of first 40 persons 
selected)

Board of Directors, Northwest Community Hospital, 1975-78

State of Iowa Governor's Prayer Breakfast Committee, 1969-2005

Chairman, 1971;  Co-Chair for Student Leadership Seminar, 1969-present

East Lansing Trinity Church, 1959-69


Sunday School Superintendent, 5 years


Board member, 5 years


Basketball Coach, 3 years


Appointed and served on special commission, "Role of the Pastor at East Lansing 

Church"

YMCA Athletic Board, Lansing, Michigan, 1961-68
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